RONGOTAI COLLEGE
PRINCIPAL’S NEWSLETTER
Week 3, Term 4 (November), 2021
COMING EVENTS
Thursday 11 November
Tamatoa Christmas Concert
Friday 12 November
Last day for selected senior students
Senior Prizegiving, 1-2.30pm
Monday 15 November
Pasifika Parents’ Asosi
6.30pm in the staffroom
Leavers’ Dinner

meeting

Wednesday 17 November
Testing day for Year 9 students for 2022
Parents’ Association Meeting, 7.30pm in
the staffroom
Thursday 18 & Friday 19 November
Junior Examinations
Monday 22 November
NCEA external exams begin
Tuesday 23 November
Teacher only day
Thursday 25 November
Board of Trustees’ meeting 6pm in
the staffroom
Wednesday 1 to Friday 3 December
Year 10 Camp
Monday 6 December
NCEA Teacher only day

school for that period. Mr Moses
did an excellent job in my absence,
and I have thanked him on behalf of
the school for his time here. He is a
passionate advocate for Rongotai
College and the Rongotai Way!
Term 4 is in full swing, and it has to
be, as most of our Year 11, 12 and
13 students have only a few days at
school in which to increase their
knowledge and skills in preparation
for the important final NCEA
examinations. It is important that
all our seniors make use of the time
ahead to ensure they prepare
thoroughly
for
the
exams,
maximising their chances of
academic success.
As part of this, senior students
completed school examinations in
the first week of this term. These
have been marked and returned to
students and should provide
valuable feedback to students and
highlight what they need to work on
for
external
examinations.
Feedback will be provided to
parents when senior reports are
sent home.

Thursday 9 December
Junior Prizegiving
Friday 17 December
School office closes

It is great to be back at Rongotai
after spending Term 3 on sabbatical.
While it did not go quite as
anticipated when originally planned,
I was able to visit number of boys’
schools in New Zealand as part of
investigating issues that we
collectively face. It was also great to
have some time for reading,
reflecting and relaxing.
Rongotai was fortunate to have a
person of Roger Moses’ capabilities,
experience and standing in the
education community to work in our

2022 TERM DATES
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Monday 31 January to
Thursday 14 April
Monday 2 May to Friday
8 July
Monday 25 July to Friday
30 September
Monday 17 October to
Friday 9 December

advice on what material will be in
the exams over the next few weeks.
To help all our students prepare for
their upcoming examinations, some
Study Skills material, looking at a
range of revision techniques,
including a blank revision timetable,
is available on our website. This
material will be useful for all
students from Years 9-13.

ACADEMIC
NEWS
NCEA EXAMINATIONS and
STUDY LEAVE
As in previous years, examination
study leave will only be given to
students sitting two or more NCEA
external examinations and who are
likely to achieve their qualification
TUESDAY 23 NOVEMBER is a
teacher only day to enable
staff to plan for 2022,
therefore there is no school
for students except those
sitting NCEA exams.

I would also like to point out that
Junior Examinations for Year 9 and
10 students are scheduled to start
on Thursday 18 November. An
examination timetable is attached
and your son can begin his
preparation for these important
exams by ensuring that all his notes
are complete and up-to-date.
Teachers will be giving students

MONDAY 6 DECEMBER is a
teacher only day for all college
students in the Greater
Wellington area, as teachers
get up-dated on future
changes to NCEA. Therefore
there is no school for all
students, except for those
with NCEA exam timetabled
for that day.

this year, or who have already
gained the qualification.
Senior students who have been
granted examination study leave
will have their last day at school on
Friday 12 November.
NCEA
examinations begin on Monday 22
November. The senior boys will be
given a clear message regarding our
expectations for NCEA study leave.
The time between classes finishing
for these students and exams
beginning should be considered as
“revision leave”, rather than an
early start to the holidays!
Students sitting fewer than two
external examinations, or who may
be unlikely to achieve a high
number of external credits, will be
expected to be at school as usual
during this time, working on internal
standards or revising in all their
subjects to attain the number of
credits required to get their NCEA
qualification, as part of our
Qualifications
Attainment
Programme. Once the qualification
is gained, they will then be granted
study leave. A letter will be sent
informing you if your son will be
expected to be at school as part of
the
Qualifications
Attainment
Programme.

HELPING YOUR SON TO STUDY
For senior students I have included
a copy of the NCEA examination
timetable and an examination study
timetable with this newsletter to
help you assist your son to use his
time wisely. Please ensure his
examinations are marked on his
calendar and that he comes to
school at the right time for his
examinations.

A junior timetable is also included.
Whether your son is in Year 9 or 10
or studying for NCEA, he should
have a Study Timetable for the time
leading up to his exams. Extra study
timetable
blanks
can
be
downloaded from the college
website.
The following suggestions are useful
ways to help your son to study:

Make sure that your son has
set his routines from now until
the time of examinations. It is
a good idea to do the same
things at the same time each
day e.g. meals, chores, and
STUDY. Make sure your son
has filled in his Study Leave
Timetable and help him to
keep to the times on it.

Help your son to organise the
information he needs to study.
His teachers will have given
him a clear indication of what
to study for each Standard.
Help him to organise this
information.

Ask your son to get out the
notes he has been given in his
classes and help him organise
them.

Ask your son questions about
what
he
has
learned.
Explaining
something
to
someone else is a good way to
confirm what you have
learned.

Encourage
your
son.
Confidence comes from having
learned material and then
remembering it. Once your
son has gone through this
process he should be confident
that he can cope with the
examination.

There are some excellent websites
for tips on how to study, such as
www.how-to-study.com.
Another
website that I would recommend,
which has on-line practical help with
revision techniques and methods, is
https://getrevising.co.uk/make.

Study It (www.studyit.org.nz) is a
New Zealand website which
contains revision material related to
NCEA English, Mathematics and
Science.
Our teachers have also made
revision material available by
sharing through GOOGLE docs. Your
son also has on-line access to Te
Kura’s (The Correspondence School)
revision material.
Teachers will also be running study
and revision classes for students,
during normal class time. Please
encourage your son to seek help
from his teachers in areas where he
is unsure.
During study leave,
teachers are available in their
normal timetable slots to give
revision help.

PRIZEGIVING
At the end of the year, we recognise
achievement in a number of areas
of school life at our prizegiving
ceremony. Due to COVID-19
restrictions, this year we have had
to reconfigure our prizegiving.
Accordingly we are planning to hold
a senior prizegiving on the
afternoon of Friday 12 November.
This will be for students only and
will be live-streamed on the school’s
Facebook page.
A junior prizegiving will be held in a

similar environment on Thursday 9
December. More information to
come on this.

LEAVERS’ DINNER
Another casualty of COVID was our
annual Leavers’ Ball, originally
scheduled for September.
We
initially postponed this until the end
of October, but COVID Alert Level
restrictions mean we have had to
cancel the ball.
In its place, we have organised a
Year 13 Leavers’ Dinner, which will
be held at The Pines (the same
venue as the ball). The cost will be
$50 per student; due to COVID
restrictions tickets are limited to 94
students on a first come / first
served basis.
Tickets can be
purchased from the college shop.

MENTAL HEALTH
We were honoured to have
Du’Plessis Kirifi (current Hurricane
and Captain of the Wellington Lions
rugby team) visit recently to speak
to Year 9 and 10 students about
what it is to be a man along with the
challenges faced in this day and age
regarding mental health. Du’Plessis
spoke about how struggles and
obstacles in our lives are
opportunities to grow and learn,
and how important it is for men to
be vulnerable, and that sharing
struggles with those who love us
doesn’t take away from manhood.
Also that making mistakes and
owning them doesn’t make you any
less of a man, it actually makes you
human!

2022 RC CALENDAR
Rongotai College has been granted
access to the National Library’s
collection of historical photos of
Rongotai
College
and
the
surrounding area. They offer a
fascinating, and sometimes quirky
glimpse of Rongotai students over
the years along with iconic pictures

of Kilbirnie Speedway Racing, the
original Rongotai Aerodrome, and
that boxing bout in 1930.

Hamish Black
Milan Cussins
Jamal Howell

We have bound these together in a
calendar that is a celebration of
both the school and the history of
the local area. Local printers Milne
Print have done a superb job of
reproducing the digital files with
sepia tones onto medium-weight
mid-sheen card. The calendar is
available for purchase from the
college shop for $15.

MUSIC
The school’s extremely talented
musicians have just had a great
week of performances. The Music
Performance
Evening
was
highlighted
by
outstanding
performances
across
multiple
genres. Unfortunately this event
was also effected by COVID-19
restrictions and had to be held as a
student only event, live-streamed.
If you are interested, it can still be
viewed on the school Facebook
page.
Well done to all our musicians, to
Mr Crayford and his talented staff
for their outstanding work in
preparing our boys.

CULTURAL
NEWS
COMMUNITY
SERVICE,
PERFORMING
ARTS
&
CULTURAL ASSEMBLY
While COVID forced the cancellation
of many events this year, we were
able to celebrate the success of
students in those activities that
proceeded at our annual Community
Service, Cultural and Performing Arts
Assembly on Friday 5 November.
The following students were
presented with Honours awards at
the assembly:
Bronson Harawira
Kapa Haka
Milan Bastiampillai
Music
Hoani Cowan-Rauhihi
Music
Alex Samios
Music
Jay Aiono
Polynesian Club
Sol Barris
Polynesian Club
Ian Fa’amasino
Polynesian Club
Afa’ese Fa’avae
Polynesian Club
Hoani Cowan-Rauhihi Production
Mackenzie Htay
Production
Samuel Murphy
Production
Isaac Parker
Production
Lupe Tafaovale
Production
Declan Ward
Production
We also recognised a number of
students for their Community
Service. The following students
received
Gold
awards
for
participating in over 35 services to
the community:

SPORTS
NEWS
As we approach the end of the
school year, many of our summer
codes are getting underway again.
This term Rongotai is pleased to be
able to offer athletics, basketball
(social), cricket, croquet, floorball,
futsal, rugby 7s, volleyball and water
polo (juniors). Thank you again to all
the parents and volunteers who
have put their hands up this term
and have made these offerings a
possibility.
With exams just around the corner,
the importance of regular exercise
and physical activity becomes
evident and while it may seem that
sport could be a distraction to
academia, there is plenty of
evidence to suggest that exercise
improves brain function and
academic performance.

SPORTS AWARDS ASSEMBLY
Despite COVID, Wellington has been
extremely fortunate to have
completed sporting seasons this
year, and we celebrated the success
of students in a range of sporting
activities at our annual Sports
Assembly on Friday 29 October.
The following students were
presented Honours awards at the
assembly:
Tuhei Young
Basketball

Adam Wyatt
Afaese Fa’avae
George Wells
Jack Cobden-Cox
Jaidan Kesry
Suneel Patel
Alec Stewart
Preston Rota
Grainger Scott
Grainger Scott
Jack Cobden-Cox
Suneel Patel
Afaese Fa’avae
Wilbur Stanley
Ciaran Bolger
Nic Durkin
Sam Brown
Harry Hall-Gray

Bowls
Cricket
Cricket
Floorball
Floorball
Floorball
Floorball
Football
Football
Futsal
Hockey
Hockey
Rugby League
Sailing
Softball
Softball
Swimming
Water Polo

Congratulations also to Harry HallGray who was named the Maori
Sportsperson of the Year.

not be able to play sport next year.
If you are unsure if you are up to
date with your fees please contact
the school office.

Cricket
Floorball

Football
Hockey

Harry Hall-Gray

SPORTS UNIFORM and FEES
A reminder that all winter sports
uniforms should have been returned
by now directly to either the coach
or the team manager. It is
preferable that uniforms are
returned to the coach or manager
rather than directly to the school.
This way the uniforms can be
accounted for and it ensures you
are not charged for missing
uniforms.

Finally, with NCEA exams and Junior
exams coming up, I would like to
emphasise that it is now the time for
your son to really push himself,
firstly to achieve his qualification,
but also to concentrate on getting
the highest level of achievement
possible – boys should be pushing
for Excellence grades and being ‘the
best they can be’ in their academic
achievement.
Kind regards,

Kevin Carter
PRINCIPAL

A small number of boys still have
sports fees outstanding. Failure to
settle these will mean your son may

BOARD OF TRUSTEES STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
October saw the changeover of Student Representatives on the Board of Trustees. Jack Pulford has represented
students on the Board for the past year. He has done an outstanding job of bringing student views to the Board and
representing students in the decision making process. The governance of our school is enhanced by young men such
as Jack and their perspective on progress and school initiatives.
The election for the 2021-2022 Student Representative on the Board of Trustees has been held
and Jamal Howell of Year 12 was elected as Student Representative.
Jamal attended his first Board of Trustees meeting on 28 October. We are looking forward to
his perspective and input in the coming year.

BOARD – VACANCY
The Board has requested I inform you that there is a vacancy for a parent or community representative on the Board
of Trustees following the resignation of Mr Jemal Dixon.
Rongotai College has been fortunate to have been well governed over the years. For the continuing good
governance of the college it is necessary to have trustees with a wide range of skills, experience and perspectives. I
would encourage all parents and caregivers to consider whether they wish to contribute to the governance of our
college.
For more information about being a member of a Board, visit the School Trustees’ Association website
(http://www.nzsta.org.nz/board-as-govenors/). If you are interested in joining our Board as a selected member,
please feel free to contact our Board Secretary, Debra Honeyman (debra.honeyman@rongotai.school.nz)

RONGOTAI COLLEGE
170 Coutts St, Kilbirnie, Wellington
PO Box 14-063, Kilbirnie, Wellington, 6022
PHONE: +64 4 939 3050
EMAIL: the.principal@rongotai.school.nz

www.rongotai.school.nz
www.facebook.com/RongotaiCollege
www.youtube.com/RongotaiCollegeNZ

RONGOTAI COLLEGE

Junior Exam Timetable 2021
Time
8.55-9.10
9.10-11.10
11.10-11.40
11.40-1.40
1.40-2.10
2.15-3.15
Options
OPTION 1

OPTION 2

Thursday 18th November
Form Time
10EN
9SS
Interval
10SC
9MA
Lunchtime
OPTION 1
Year 9
9SP (DQ)
9MU(GC)
9MT (MG)
9DC (NN)
9EC (NT)
9DT (PA)
9AR (KT)
9JL (WN)
9SA (LF)
9SP (DQ)
9AR (EM)
9MT (EV)
9EC (NT)
9MR (WH)
9DT (PA)
9DC (NN)
9JL (WN)

Friday 19th November
Form time
10MA
9SC
Interval
10SS
9EN
Lunchtime
OPTION 2
Year 10
10MT (MG)
10SA (LF)
10DC (NN)
10EC (NT)
10MR(WH)
10AR(EM)
10DT(GL)
10SP (DQ)
10DC (NN)
10EC (PS)
10JL (WN)
10DT(PA)

10MT (EV)
10MU (GC)
10AR (KT)
10MT(MG)

Examination Rules and Procedures
Keep this timetable and attend all examinations on time
•
•
•
•
•
•

Have all necessary equipment (pens, pencils, rulers, mathematical tools)
Eating is not allowed in exams. You may drink bottled water
For examinations in option subjects, go to the classroom where you usually have
that subject unless told by your teacher
Exams start on time on Thursday- no late start
No digital watches allowed
Normal timetable from Monday 22nd November

RONGOTAI COLLEGE
Junior Options Exam Timetable-2021

Option 1

Thursday 18th November Period 5
Year 9
9SP(DQ) :DQ-B37
9MU(GC) :GC-W1
9MT(MG) :MG-W4
9EC(NT) :NT-B41
9DC(NN) :NN-W2
9DT(PA) :PA-B35
9AR(KT) :KT-A22
9SA(LF) :LF-B39
9JL(WN) :WN-B36

Option2

Year 10
10MT(MG) :EV-W3
10SA(LF) :BC-A30
10DC(NN) :BB-A31
10EC(NT) :PS-B38
10MR(WH) :WH-A32
10AR(EM) :EM-A21
10DT(GL) : GL-CR1

Friday 19th November Period 5
Year 9
9SP(DQ) :DQ-B37
9AR(EM) :EM-A22
9MT(EV) :EV-W3
9EC(NT) :NT-B41
9MR(WH) :WH-A30
9DT(PA) :PA-B35
9DC(NN) :NN-W2
9JL(WN) :WN-B36

Year 10
10SP(DQ) :LF-B37
10MT(EV) :JS-A32
10DC(NN) :AD-31
10MU(GC) :GC-W1
10EC(PS) :PS-B38
10AR(KT) :KT-A21
10JL(WN) :RO-B13
10MT(MG) :MG-W4
10DT(PA) :GL-CR1

STUDY LEAVE TIMETABLE




Do 2 to 8 one hour periods per day depending on your exam timetable
Write in your exams first and then construct your study timetable around this
Write the time in the small box and the subject you will be studying in the larger box for each day

Monday
15 November

Tuesday
16 November

Wednesday
17 November

Thursday
18 November

Friday
19 November

Saturday
20 November

Sunday
21 November

Monday
22 November

Tuesday
23 November

Wednesday
24 November

Thursday
25 November

Friday
26 November

Saturday
27 November

Sunday
28 November

Monday
29 November

Tuesday
30 November

Wednesday
1 December

Thursday
2 December

Friday
3 December

Saturday
4 December

Sunday
5 December

Monday
6 December

Tuesday
7 December

Wednesday
8 December

Thursday
9 December

Friday
10 December

Saturday
11 December

Sunday
12 December

