RONGOTAI COLLEGE
PRINCIPAL’S NEWSLETTER
Week 10, Term 3 (September), 2021
COMING EVENTS
Friday 1 October
Last day Term 3
Monday 18 October
First day Term 4
Monday 18 – Friday 22 October
Senior exams
Wednesday 20 October
Parents’ Association Meeting
Monday 25 October
Labour Day Holiday
Tuesday 26 October
Music Evening, 6.30pm in Renner Hall
Thursday 28 October
Board of Trustees’ Meeting
Friday 29 October
Sports Awards Assembly 10.10am in the
Renner Hall
Food Fair in the Renner Hall
Friday 5 November
Arts & Cultural Awards Assembly, 10.10am
in the Renner Hall
Thursday 11 November
Last day for selected senior students
before external exams
Friday 12 November
Testing day for Year 9 students for 2022

2021 TERM DATES
Term 4

Monday 18 October
Friday 10 December

to

2022 TERM DATES
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Monday 31 January to
Thursday 14 April
Monday 2 May to Friday 8
July
Monday 25 July to Friday
30 September
Monday 17 October to
Friday 9 December

It has been both a real privilege and
pleasure to lead Rongotai College in
Term 3 during Mr Carter’s sabbatical.
I have been profoundly impressed by

the commitment of the staff, the
friendliness of the students and the
warmth of the welcome that I have
received.
Rongotai is indeed a
school where academic excellence is
valued, extra-curricular activities are
encouraged and where service to
others is an integral part of the
college’s dna. It has the distinct
advantage of being a ‘team of seven
hundred’ where every student is
valued. The memorable words of
the Dalai Lama resonate where he
says ‘when educating the minds of
our youth, we must not forget to
educate their hearts’. The parents of
young men living in the Eastern
Suburbs and beyond, can rest
assured that in choosing Rongotai,
their sons will receive a superb
education.
It has been a long and different term
from normal being in lockdown
during weeks 4 to 7 and students
Learning@Home. We returned to
the Coutts Street campus when
schools across New Zealand (other
than the Auckland area) reopened
on Thursday 9 September.
Since then it has been a busy and
productive term.
Students have
settled back to work exceedingly
well and have re-connected with
their peers, with their teachers and
with their learning.
I would like to thank our students,
teachers and whānau who have
worked so effectively to make both
Learning@Home and this term so
successful.
Recent changes to NCEA external
exams for 2021 have highlighted
there is plenty of time left for
students to achieve their academic
goals for this year.
For your
information, I have included the new
NCEA exam timetable as part of this
newsletter.

SENIOR EXAMINATIONS
Due to lockdown this term, we have
changed the date of our school
examinations for Year 11, 12 and 13
students. These exams will now be
held during the first week of Term 4
- Monday 18 October to Friday 22
October
inclusive.
For
your
information,
the
examination
timetable is included in this
newsletter.
These exams are an important
signpost of your son’s current
progress towards NCEA. Your son
may tell you that he does not have
to revise for these examinations
because they are unimportant and
don’t mean anything. Don’t believe
him - these examinations are very
important
and
they
are
compulsory! The main purpose of
the examinations is to assess your
son’s current progress towards
NCEA (highlighting strengths and
areas of concern) and to give him a
practice run at externally assessed
Achievement Standards. Please
assist your son with his study and
revision programme.
A further consideration is that, as
we have recently seen, there is the
potential for COVID-19 Alert Levels
to change quickly. These exam
results may be needed to provide
the basis of standards-specific
decisions if we need to provide
Unexpected Events Grades.
For some boys there may be a
health issue, family or other
circumstance that prevents him
from
sitting
the
external
examinations.
The
school
examinations also provide us with
evidence to support your son with
any consideration he may need for a
derived grade later in the year.

Visual Arts, DVC and Materials
Technology Students
Senior students completing NCEA in
Visual Arts (including Art Design and
Photography), DVC and Materials
Technology have examination slots
scheduled to allow them time at
college
to
work
on
their
Achievement Standards during
Examination Week. It is essential in
these subjects that the students go
to their timetabled slots, with the
deadlines for external assessments
rapidly approaching.

FAREWELLS
During lockdown we farewelled
three staff members:
 Ms Joanie Erasmus (Science) was
with us for three terms and
accepted a position at St Oran’s
College
 Mr Mitchell Edwards (Health &
PE) was with us for six terms and
has taken up a position as HOD
PE at Scots College
 Mr Nick O’Halloran (Media) was
with us for 14 years. He has
taken a position teaching at
Miramar North Primary School.
He held several positions during
his time including dean, teacher
of English, Hospitality and Media
Studies. He was also involved in
extra-curricular activities such as
basketball and rugby and was in
charge of the sound desk at
several of our productions over
the years. Nick was also the
leader of the Relay for Life team
when
Rongotai
College
participated.

Good luck to each of these teachers
in their new ventures.
We will invite these teachers back
to Rongotai College to formally
farewell them when we are able.

NEW STAFF
Replacing our three leavers are:
 Ms Anne Dukes – Science

 Mr Bevan King – Media Studies
 Mr Stephen Isaac – Health & PE
Although they have been welcomed
during a zoom assembly, we will
formally welcome them to the
college at a full school assembly,
when restrictions permit.

STUDENT BOARD OF TRUSTEE
ELECTIONS
Nominations were called for the
Board
of
Trustees
Student
Representative. Those nominated
addressed the school at the virtual
assembly on 24 September prior to
voting by students on 28 and 29
September.
The
student
representative on the Board of
Trustee is a one year position. The
successful candidate will be
announced next term.

Congratulations to: Alex Gray and
Jesse Davies who were first equal,
with Ben Young winning the Year 9
section. Bertie McGuigan and
Yannick
Sternagel-Silao
both
received
highly
commended
awards. They also won awards for
engineering as they had to build
models or construct devices for
their projects. Congratulations to all
the students who represented the
school so well.

from left: Bertie McGuigan, Alex Gray, Jesse
Davies and Ben Young

RCOBA
The Old Boys have produced a
revamped newsletter. For those
who are interested you can view it
at
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p
COi6bp-1pim7CRkTMwN4_OKyqTFicu/view?usp=sharing

TESTIMONIALS
If your son is leaving Rongotai
College at the end of this year and
wants a testimonial, he should pick
up the appropriate form from the
College Shop; these are due in on
Friday 29 October. We process a
large number of testimonials each
year and time is needed to do this.
Late submission of the form means
we cannot guarantee that your son
will receive his testimonial at the
end of the school year.

ACADEMIC
NEWS
SCIENCE FAIR
Rongotai
competed in
Science Fair
students

students
recently
the NIWA Wellington
with several of our
winning
prizes.

UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY
ENGLISH COMPETITION
Last term, 10BK and 9VR English
classes participated in the University
of Canterbury English Competition.
The digital event tested the boys’
skills in close reading, purpose, and
spelling. Five of our students did
particularly well, gaining Excellence
grades.
Congratulations
to
Timothee Ausseil, Marius FiloSmith, Ari Isaac Hook, Jimmy
McKirdy from 10BK and Ben Young
from 9VR. A special accolade goes
to Ben Young, who achieved 100%
in the comprehension section, and
gained the highest grade amongst
our Rongotai contingent.

from left: Mr Moses (Acting Principal).
Marius Filo-Smith, Jimmy McKirdy, Ben
Young, Timothee Ausseil, Ari Isaac Hook

CAREERS
This is a busy time of the year with
Scholarship and Halls of Residence
applications for universities closing.
Victoria University came into
Rongotai College last week to
complete course planning for 2022

and Waikato University has a fully
funded opportunity to attend an
open day at Waikato University
Engineering Faculty on Tuesday 19
October. See Ms Wilson for further
details.

apprenticeships to eventuate as a
result of the programme.
Three students completed a new
course, where they achieved
valuable level 3 credits, and learnt
how to make electric fences over a
two day period.

CULTURAL
NEWS
TE WIKI O TE REO MAORI
University course planning for 2022

The Rongotai College Careers
website is a useful tool that is
updated regularly with current
information.
It can be accessed on the school
website:
https://sites.google.com/rongotai.sc
hool.nz/careers-rc/home

Māori Language week was enjoyed
by many. On Tuesday at midday Te
Reo Māori students participated in
the national Te Wiki o Te Reo Māori
moment. They sang waiata and
performed a haka. Other events
during the week included a Māori
Kahoot Quiz and two Ki-ō-rahi
exhibition games. Unfortunately,
bad weather meant the Ki-ō-rahi
games were not able to be played.

Scholarships: There are currently
three Scholarships open:
The Mensa Scholarship, Tuli Takes
Flight Scholarship and the Ergo
Engineering Scholarship.
For further details go to:
https://sites.google.com/rongotai.sc
hool.nz/careers-rc/scholarships
Apprenticeships: This section lists
contacts and information with the
major
ITO
trades
based
apprenticeships.
Universities/Polytechnics: Includes
links and information to all the
universities and polytechnics in the
Wellington region.
Gap Year/exchange: Has links to the
‘Leaving School’ magazine, including
the issue that has advice for school
leavers. The fully funded scholarship
to Shimada Gakeun Iizuka High
School for 2022 is open for 2022
applications. Zoom interviews are
being held with the school principal
4 November at 1.00pm. Applications
are available at
this link.
https://sites.google.com/rongotai.sc
hool.nz/careers-rc/gap-yearexchange/shimada-gakuen-lizukahigh-school
Gateway: With the successful
completion of another year of the
work placement programme, we are
expecting
a
number
of

boys and the many hours of
practice. Staff and tutors have high
expectations that the boys remain
on top of their schoolwork and
other activities, as well as
committing to practices for Poly
Club.
I would like to thank the staff,
parents and Old Boys involved with
the group for the hours they put in –
it is much appreciated.
Special thanks should go to Mrs Fiu
for her hard work in bringing the
boys together and finalising their
routine.

LEAVERS’ BALL

MUSIC
Pending acceptable Covid level
restrictions and the limit of people
permitted to gather, the Music
Performance Evening will be held on
Tuesday, 26 October from 6:30pm
in the Renner Hall.
As always, this promises to be a
wonderful night of entertainment
from our talented students and our
special guest Lisa Tomlins!
Entry will be by koha.

POLY CLUB
Wednesday 28 July saw our Poly
Club perform at the TuTagata
Festival at the TSB Arena.
The large crowd was entertained by
the 60+ boys in the Rongotai College
Poly Club, who performed superbly
as always. We can all be very proud
of them.
The high level of performance was
the result of a huge effort by the

Due to Covid restrictions our
Leavers’ Ball for Year 13 students
will now be held at The Pines on
Friday 5 November. We observe
strict yet sensible conditions at our
ball and if your son is intending to
attend, he must take a letter home
regarding these conditions and
return a signed slip from you.
Please remind him to do this before
he purchases a ball ticket. Ball
tickets are now on sale for Year 13
students (who have preference).
Any remaining tickets will then open
to Year 12 students on Tuesday 19
October. However, due to health
and safety requirements, there are
a limited number of tickets available
for sale, so boys should purchase
their tickets as soon as possible. All
tickets must be purchased by Friday
29 October and will be handed out
at a special assembly at 12.30pm on
Friday 5 November.

KAHOOT HOUSE COMPETITION
Representatives from each form
class in house groups plus a staff
team participated in an on-line
Kahoot Quiz at lunchtime recently.
Winners were Heron, followed by
Mackay, Staff, Renner and Lock.

House points will be allocated to the
houses for their efforts. Well done
to all the boys who competed.

students and staff on the evening
before lockdown.

FOOTBALL
An impressive season for our
footballers with seven of our eight
teams making the playoffs and our
1st XI gaining entry into the top tier
of the Lotto Premiership for the first
time in five years.

SERVICE
NEWS

Congratulations
to
GRAINGER
SCOTT on his selection into the NZ
Secondary Schools’ Football Team.
This is a great reflection on his
performances in goal this season.

SUMMER SPORTS
Summer sports teams are now
being confirmed so please check
the sports noticeboard for team
lists.
FOOD FAIR
Rongotai
College
Parents’
Association Annual Food Fair is
being held on Friday 29 October. It
will go ahead but how it will be run
is very much dependent on what
Covid level we are at. More details
will be sent out to our community
following the RCPA’s next meeting
on Wednesday 6 October.

BLOOD DONATIONS
In the meantime, make sure the
Food Fair on Friday 29 October is in
your diary.

As part of our service to the
community, we had NZ Blood
Service at the college for the second
time this year. Staff and students
(16 years or older) were invited to
donate blood.
This has now
become a regular event at Rongotai
College.
Congratulations to the 2nd XI who
won their final, 2-1 over St Pat’s
Silverstream.

SPORTS
NEWS
It has been another COVID impacted
season for our Winter Sport teams.
Coming back from lockdown CSW
reduced the competition to ‘mustplay’ games only. We still had a
number of teams progress to the
playoffs highlighted by eight of our
football teams making it through to
the semi-finals.
BASKETBALL
Congratulations to our Junior B’s
who won the CSW competition with
a 49-33 win over Wellington College
in the final. The boys put on a
clinical performance in front of a
great crowd which included many

HOCKEY
The 1st XI beat HIBS 3-0 to finish 5th
place in the local competition. The
second half of season produced
many highlights. A great effort from
the team, which was well led by
Captain JACK COBDEN-COX.

RUGBY
It has been a tough season for
our teams. Congratulations
though to Mr Nick Tully and the
U55s who, at times, were
struggling for numbers, but still
got through to the final before
taking out the silver.

Finally, it is vital that you continue
to keep reminding your son of his
study programme and study habits
as this term progresses. School
senior exams are only two weeks
away, and NCEA assessments are
on-going.
Your son’s subject
teachers, form teacher and year
level Dean are available for help and
advice and you should encourage
him to talk to them. If you have any
concerns or questions, please do
not hesitate to contact any of these
staff members.
Kind regards,
Roger Moses CNZM
ACTING PRINCIPAL

RONGOTAI COLLEGE
170 Coutts St, Kilbirnie, Wellington
PO Box 14-063, Kilbirnie, Wellington, 6022
PHONE: +64 4 939 3050
EMAIL: the.principal@rongotai.school.nz

www.rongotai.school.nz
www.facebook.com/RongotaiCollege
www.youtube.com/RongotaiCollegeNZ

RONGOTAI COLLEGE

Practice Examination Timetable 2021
All exams will take place in the Renner Hall. Some classrooms, Southward and Ballinger will be used.
Senior Exams 2020

Morning
(8.55am-12.00pm)

Afternoon
(1.15pm-4.15pm)

*D = Digital Exams

Monday
18th October
1EN(D)
1EQ(D)
2DR
3EC

Tuesday
19th October
1EC
2CH
2GE
3DR
3PH

Wednesday
20th October
1SC
1SQ
2MD(D)
2AC
3BI

Thursday
21st October
1GE
1SA
2PH
3CH
3MD(D)

Friday
22nd October
1AC
1DR
1AR
2HI(D)
2MP
3EN(D)
3EQ(D)

1MA
1MQ
2CS(D)
2MU
2SA
2SP
3CS(D)
2/3DC
3PR

1HI(D)
2BI
3MC
3MP

1DC
2EN
2EQ
3MS
3AD

1MR(D)
1MU
1SP
2MA
2MQ
3HI(D)

2MR(D)
2EC
3AC
3GE
3MR(D)
3MU
3SA

2021 EXAMINATION TIMETABLE (published 26 August 2021)
Date

Level 3

Scholarship

Te Reo Rangatira

Physics

Business Studies

Media Studies
Art History

Dance
Statistics

2.00 pm

Chinese
Agricultural &
Horticultural Science
Geography

Agricultural &
Horticultural Science
Calculus

Spanish

Drama

9.30 am

Lea Faka-Tonga

2.00 pm
9.30 am

History
Te Reo Māori

French
Classical Studies

2.00 pm
9.30 am

Music
Mathematics &
Statistics
Korean
Media Studies

Mathematics &
Statistics
Accounting

Earth & Space
Science
Cook Islands Māori

Chemistry

Samoan
Drama
Lea Faka-Tonga

Statistics
Chemistry

2.00 pm

Drama
Earth & Space
Science
Classical Studies

Mon 29
Nov

9.30 am

Japanese

(Westland
Ann. Day)

2.00 pm

Social Studies

Latin
Dance
French

Japanese
Art History
Spanish

Earth & Space
Science
Latin

Tue 30
Nov

9.30 am
2.00 pm

French
Economics

Calculus
Accounting

Wed 1
Dec
Thu 2
Dec
Fri 3 Dec

9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am

Cook Islands Māori
History
English
Drama
Business Studies

Te Reo Māori
Korean
Cook Islands Māori
English
Chinese
Lea Faka-Tonga
History
Chemistry

2.00 pm

Biology

Music

9.30 am

Art History
Te Reo Māori

Japanese

2.00 pm

Classical Studies

Tue 7
Dec

9.30 am
2.00 pm

Wed 8
Dec
Thu 9
Dec
Fri 10
Dec

9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm

Science
Samoan
Spanish
Accounting
Home Economics
German
Dance
Physics

Mon 13
Dec

9.30 am
2.00 pm

Latin

Tue 14
Dec

9.30 am

Health

Tue 23
Nov

Wed 24
Nov
Thu 25
Nov
Fri 26
Nov

Mon 6
Dec

Level 1

9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am

Exams available digitally shown in blue

Level 2

Mon 22
Nov

Time

2.00 pm

WEEKEND

WEEKEND

Biology
Health
Agricultural &
Horticultural Science
Chinese
German
Media Studies

Biology

Economics

Religious Studies
German
English
Physics
Te Reo Rangatira

Accounting
Samoan

Health

Latin
Social Studies
Psychology
Economics

History

Geography

Making Music
Chemistry

Economics
Biology
Te Reo Rangatira
Home Economics
German

English
Korean
Geography
Physics
Classical Studies
Home Economics

WEEKEND

Business Studies
Agricultural &
Horticultural Science
Education for
Sustainability
Samoan
Social Studies

Media Studies

Te Reo Māori
Art History

French

Japanese
Geography

Te Reo Rangatira

Chinese

Music Studies

Spanish

