RONGOTAI COLLEGE
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Term 2, Week 10 (July) 2021
TERM DATES
Term 3 Monday 26 July to
Friday 1 October
Term 4 Monday 18 October
to Friday 10 December

COMING EVENTS
Monday 26 July
First day Term 3
Wednesday 28 July
Tu Tagata Festival
Monday 2 August
Rongotai College Pasifika Parents’ Asosi
meeting at 6.30pm in the staffroom
Wednesday 4 August
Parents’ Association Meeting at 7.30pm in
the staffroom
Thursday 5 August
Teacher only day
Monday 9 August
Subject selection handbooks for 2022
distributed
Thursday 12 August
Board of Trustees’ Meeting at 6pm in the
staffroom
Monday 23 to Friday 27August
Subject selection week for 2022
Monday 30 August to Friday 3 September
Winter tournament week

2022 TERM DATES
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Monday 31 January to
Thursday 14 April
Monday 2 May to Friday 8
July
Monday 25 July to Friday 30
September
Monday 17 October to
Friday 9 December

Today is the last day of Term 2,
marking the half-way stage of the
2021 school year. Once again it has
been a busy and productive term
with many highlights. You will be
pleased to know that changing Covid

Alert Levels were dealt with well by
students and staff alike. I would like
to thank our students and all those
members of the school community
who have worked so effectively to
make this term so successful.

SABBATICAL LEAVE
I have been granted sabbatical leave
by the Ministry of Education and
Board of Trustees for 10 weeks
starting on Monday 26 July and
concluding on Friday 1 October.
Originally, this was scheduled for
Term 3 2020, but was delayed due to
Covid-19. During this time I will be
undertaking a study of innovations in
decile 4-7 boys’ schools, and will be
visiting several schools. I will also be
having a bit of time for rest and
recharging!
While I am on leave, Mr Roger
Moses will be
Acting
Principal.
Before
his
retirement,
Mr
Moses
was
a
prominent
Wellington
Principal.
I
am confident that he will make a real
contribution to our college during my
leave.

FAREWELL
Friday 9 July marked the last day at
Rongotai College for Mr Ben Koloto.
Mr Koloto initially began teaching at
Rongotai in 2011, leaving at the end
of 2014 to travel and work overseas.

He returned to Rongotai at the start
of the 2017 school year.
In addition to teaching English, Mr
Koloto has been a Literacy Lead
Teacher and the Teacher-in-Charge
of House Activities. He has also
coached rugby and debating. He
leaves us to take up an Assistant
HOD position at Aotea College. We
wish him well.

ACADEMIC
NEWS
CHANGES TO THE SCHOOL
DAY
From the start of Term 3 (Monday 26
July), we will be trialling a new
structure to the school day.
Essentially, this will involve the lunch
break being shorter and school
finishing at 3.15pm each day. Class
periods will all be one hour long. A
detailed outline of the structure of
the new school day is included as a
separate page in this newsletter.

SUBJECT SELECTION
An important event early in Term 3 is
Subject Selection. Your son will
receive his Subject Selection
Handbook on 9 August. He will
subsequently make subject choices
for next year. This early notification
of his intentions is necessary so that
we can begin planning timetable and
staffing needs for the coming year.
Boys will be asked to state which
subjects they want to study in 2022
by 27 August. There will be an onTHURSDAY 5 AUGUST is a
teacher only day for all college
students in the Greater
Wellington area, as teachers
get up-dated on future
changes to NCEA. Therefore
there is no school for all
students on that day.

line process via the student portal to
make this more straight-forward.
We will give you more information
regarding this in the next newsletter.
We will follow-up the subject
selection process by notifying you of
your son’s choices.
Students are encouraged to speak to
teachers, family and friends about
career choices and academic
courses. They can access more
information by visiting the Careers
Office or contacting our Careers
Teacher, Ms Wilson.
Ms Wilson is happy to follow up
your enquiry with information
which specifically targets your
questions. You can reach Ms Wilson
at
her
email
address:
virginia.wilson@rongotai.school.nz.
In the meantime, if you have any
immediate concerns about your
son’s schoolwork, please contact the
appropriate year level dean. The
deans are:
Year 9 Mr Pemerika Leiataua
Year 10 Ms Anne Brailsford
Year 11 Mr Ash Collier
Year 12 Mr Nick O’Halloran
Year 13 Ms Esmee McAuley

ENROLMENTS 2022
Earlier this term, we began our
enrolment process with the annual
Rongotai Experience and Open
Evening. Open Evening was an
extremely successful event, with the
hall full of parents and their sons. I
have had positive feedback from
families who attended, with
comments about the attitude and
manner of the students who guided
them, and the engaging manner of
the staff and their passion for the
school. I would like to publicly thank
the boys who volunteered to help at
both the Rongotai Experience and
the Open Evening – you are our best
advertisement.
To date our enrolments for 2022 are
encouraging and we will be
organising enrolment interviews
starting in August. If you have
friends who are intending to send
their son to Rongotai College next
year and have not yet enrolled,
please ask them to do so promptly in
order to be part of this.

DIGITAL EXAMS

KAPA HAKA

Digital
exams
are
becoming
increasingly important. Our school
has been part of the digital exams
trial offered over the last five years,
so we are experienced in how these
operate and confident of our
capacity to successfully run these
exams. Feedback from our boys is
that most prefer digital exams,
especially in those subjects that
require them to write essays.

After many weeks of intense
practice, including noho marae over
several weekends, the Ngā Taiohi o
Te Rawhiti o Te Ūpoko o Te Ika Kapa
Haka group (combining students
from
Rongotai
College
and
Wellington East Girls’ College)
participated in the Secondary
Schools’ Kapa Haka regional
competition held on Monday at the
TSB Arena. It was a powerful and
emotional performance by the
group, who were awarded second
place in the competition; this
fantastic achievement earns them a
place representing Wellington in the
national finals next year!

Teachers will be talking with
students regarding which subjects
will be available and how their
online learning experiences this year
will help build their confidence in
digital exams.
NZQA is continuing to increase the
number of digital exams, with 21
subjects across three levels available
this year. We will be offering exams
in English, Media Studies, History,
Classical Studies and languages.
To help students get ready for the
exams, we will be offering practice
digital exams as part of our end-ofyear school exams for those subjects
that will be examined digitally for
NCEA at Rongotai College.

SPANISH IMMERSION DAY
Year 11 and 12 Spanish students
hosted an Immersion Day and
welcomed Spanish students from St
Oran’s College. The students had the
opportunity to use their Spanish to
complete some fun tasks and games,
eat great Spanish / South American
food and enjoy a basic zumba /
cumbia class! A great celebration of
the Hispanic culture.

CULTURAL
NEWS

Many thanks to our tutors (Whaea
Keta and Matua Pokau) who trained
the combined group, and the
whānau for their support and
keeping the group members well
fueled during all-day practices and
noho.

RC BIG BAND
Well done to the Rongotai College
Big Band who performed superbly at
the recent Manawatu Jazz Youth
Festival. Particular congratulations
to Liam George who won the Rodger
Fox award for best trombonist and
Alex Samios who won the award for
best woodwind.

SPORTS
NEWS
Term 2 has been a whirlwind with all
our badminton, basketball, football,
hockey, rugby and table tennis
teams involved in weekly College
Sport competitions
throughout
Wellington. We have again had some
notable performances over this time.

CROSS COUNTRY
Congratulations to THEO BRAY who
finished 4th in the CSW Y9 3K Cross
County race held recently, in a time
of 10.57.7.
Well done also to
BERTIE MCGUIGAN who finished
27th with a time of 12.4.7.
Theo followed up his performance
with 36th place in the Year 9 boys’
3km race in the North Island
Secndary Schools’ event in Hawera.
He was also selected for the
Wellington Region Relay Team - Year
9s, and that team finished second.
For the boys, Wellington region won
the senior and junior relay and was
second in the year 9s.

FOOTBALL
Congratulations to our 1st XI football
team who have qualified for both
the Youth Premiership grade AND
the NZ Secondary Schools’ Lotto
Premiership. This is the first time in
five years the college has qualified
for the Lotto Premiership, which
consists of the top 32 teams in the
country.

Championships and a third placing at
the Quad.
We also had three swimmers
compete at the North Island
Secondary Schools’ Championships.
On the back of some great results,
an amazing effort saw Rongotai
finish 6th out of 38 schools!
Outstanding individual results:
Sports Captain SAM BROWN
competed in the 17-18 age group
and finished first in seven events
including:
100m medley
100m breaststroke
100m freestyle
100m backstroke
ELLIOT BROWN (15 age group)
finished
2nd in the 15 & under 200m
freestyle elimination skins
3rd in 100m freestyle
3rd in 100m fly

ASTRO-TURF
The major property project for
Rongotai College this year is the
redevelopment of our tennis courts
into an Astro-Turf multi-sport
facility.
The upgrade includes:
- 4 tennis courts
- a 50m sprint track
- a basketball court
- a hockey circle
- a football penalty area
- marked zones for Ki-o-Rahi
- 3 cricket nets
Work has already started on this
project, and the facility will hopefully
be completed early in Term 3.

TRADITIONALS
We recently welcomed St Patrick’s
Silverstream to Rongotai and then
we visited Wellington College in our
senior Annual Sports Traditionals
with both schools. We played them
in basketball, football, hockey and
rugby. Although we didn’t get the
results we were after there were still
some strong showings which will act
as a catalyst for the second half of
the season in Term 3.

Lastly, be sure to enjoy the wellearned break and I hope to see you
out on the sidelines supporting our
boys next term as they don the blue,
black and yellow and compete on
the sports fields.

SWIMMING
During Term 2 Rongotai students
attended two swimming meets, the
Individual Championships at the Huia
Pool, and the Quad at Freyberg
Pool.
There
were
some
great
performances by all our swimmers,
highlighted by three Golds for SAM
BROWN and two Golds for TOM
WODDINGTON at the Individual

Director of Sports, if you have any
questions relating to the fees.

Ngā mihi
SPORTS FEES
Sports fees are now overdue. Thank
you to the many parents who
responded and either paid the fees
directly or made arrangements to do
so. Please contact Mr Hemant Lala,
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UNIVERSITY INFORMATION
Students considering university study in 2022 may be interested in attending one or more of the open days.
Dates for these are:
 AUT - 28 August
 Canterbury University - 9 September
 Lincoln University – 23 July
 Massey University (Wellington Campus) - 20 August
 Massey University (Palmerston North campus) – 4 August
 University of Auckland - 28 August
 University of Otago – (virtual) 29 July
 Victoria University - 20 August
 Waikato University – 10 & 11 August
Further information is available from the Careers Office.
University Scholarship applications are now open and information and guidance on these can be obtained
from the Careers Office and/or the university websites.
Closing dates for School Leaver Scholarships are:
 AUT - 1 September
 Canterbury University - 15 August
 Lincoln University - 15 August
 Massey University - 20 August
 University of Auckland –25 August
 University of Otago - 15 August
 Victoria University - 1 September
 Waikato University - 31 August
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STRUCTURE OF SCHOOL DAY - TRIAL, TERMS 3 and 4, 2021
As a result of consultation, a change to the structure of the school day will be trialled for the remainder of 2021,
starting Day 1 of Term 3 (Monday 26 July). This consultation has involved Curriculum Leaders, the full staff,
Board of Trustees, the Student Council and the Rongotai College PPTA Branch.
The main changes are a shorter lunchtime, only one lesson after the afternoon break and school finishing earlier
each day. School buses will, however, leave at the same time as they currently do.
Feedback will be sought before the end of Term 3 as to any minor ‘tweaks’ that might be necessary in Term 4.

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Period 1

8.55 - 9.55

8.55 - 9.55

8.55 - 9.55

9.10 - 10.10

8.55 - 9.55

Form Time

9.55 - 10.10

9.55 - 10.10

9.55 - 10.10

Period 2

10.10 - 11.10

10.10 - 11.10

10.10 - 11.10

10.10 - 11.10

10.10 - 11.10
ASSEMBLY

Morning Break

11.10 - 11.30

11.10 - 11.30

11.10 - 11.30

11.10 - 11.30

11.10 - 11.30

Period 3

11.30 - 12.30

11.30 - 12.30

11.30 - 12.30

11.30 - 12.30

11.30 - 12.30

Period 4

12.30 - 1.30

12.30 - 1.30

12.30 - 1.30

12.30 - 1.30

12.30 - 1.30

Afternoon Break

1.30 - 2.15

1.30 - 2.15

1.30 - 2.15

1.30 - 2.15

1.30 - 2.15

Period 5

2.15 - 3.15

2.15 - 3.15

2.15 - 3.15

2.15 - 3.15

2.15 - 3.15
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9.55 - 10.05

