
COMING EVENTS 
 

Monday 15 March 
Rongotai College Pasifika Parents’ Asosi 
meeting, 6.30pm in the staffroom 
 
Monday 22 to Friday 26 March 
Summer Tournament Week 
 
Wednesday 24 March 
Parents’ Association Meeting, 7.30pm 
in the staffroom 
 
Monday 29 & Wednesday 31 March 
Parent interviews 
 
Monday 29 March to Thursday 1 April 
Winter sports trials 
 
Tuesday 30 March 
Rongotai College Careers Day 
 
Friday 2 April to Tuesday 6 April 
Easter 
 
Friday 16 April 
End of Term 1 
 
Monday 3 May 
First day Term 2 
 

2021 TERM DATES 
 

Term 1 Monday 1 February to 
Friday 16 April 

Term 2 Monday 3 May to 
Friday 9 July 

Term 3 Monday 26 July to 
Friday 1 October 

Term 4 Monday 18 October to  
 Friday 10 December 
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We are now well into what is 
already proving to be a busy Term 
One despite disruptions caused by 
Covid Alert Level changes.  You will 
be pleased to know that our boys 
are settled and working well.  
Visitors have commented on the 
very good atmosphere around the 
school.  
 
It was great to see so many parents 
at both our Year 9 Parents’ and the 
NCEA Information evenings.   

INTERIM REPORTS 
Your son’s Interim Report 
accompanies this newsletter. It is 
designed to provide you with a 
snapshot of your son’s attitude and 
progress so far this year. Please take 
time to work through the report 
with him, using it to assist him in his 
study programme.  Copies of 
reports will also be available on the 
Parent Portal. 
 
The report is based on the Key 
Competencies of the New Zealand 
Curriculum.  These are the skills, 
attitudes and values that we all need 
to lead productive and fulfilling lives.  
In this set of reports, we have 
reported on the following key 
competencies: 

–  
• Managing Self – relates to 

organising himself, completing 
class and homework, attending 
lessons, being prompt and 
wearing the uniform correctly. 

 

•  Relating to Others – showing 
respect for other people and 
their points of view. 

 

• Participation and Contributing – 
participating fully in class and 
school activities, and acting in 
responsible ways. 

 
Also included in your son’s report is 
his academic goal for this year. 
Please read what your son has 
written and discuss his goals for this 
year with him. 

 
PARENT INTERVIEWS 
Following the Interim Reports, 
parent interviews will be held on 
Monday 29 and Wednesday 31 
March in 5 minute intervals from 
2pm to 7pm to discuss your son’s 
progress.  We find it very useful if 
your son is able to attend these 
interviews with you, so he can also 
be part of the discussion.    

 
Students will be dismissed from 
school at 12.30pm on those two 
days as no formal classes will be 
held in the afternoons. 
 
Parent interviews are booked on-
line.   This can be done by going to 
the website 
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and 
entering the event code 45mmc (for 
Rongotai College).   You will need to 
know from your son (or from the 
parent portal) the subjects your son 
is studying and who his teachers 
are. 

 
PARENT PORTAL 
The Parent Portal allows you, via a 
secure log-in from the website, to 
check your son’s attendance, 
personal details, results and groups 
with which he has registered. Daily 
notices are also found on the Parent 
Portal.  Login information regarding 
our Rongotai Parent Portal for 
parents of Year 9 students was sent 
to you early in February.   
 
If your son is in Year 10-13 and you 
do not have access details to the 
Parent Portal, please email 
the.principal@rongotai.school.nz or 
contact the college office staff who 
will arrange for these details to be 
sent to you. 

 
NCEA INFORMATION 
By now, your son should have 
received an Assessment Statement 
in either paper or digital form from 
each of his teachers if he is studying 
for NCEA. These outline when all 
assessments are taking place.  
Copies of all the Level 1, 2 and 3 
statements are able to be 
downloaded from the website.  
 
Please check that your son enters all 
his assessments in his diary or year 
planner. Alternatively, you can 

  

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/
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download a blank ‘assessment 
calendar’ from our website 
(www.rongotai.school.nz). Please 
encourage your son to look at his 
diary or calendar often and help him 
to organise himself to prepare for 
his assessments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NZ SCHOLARSHIP 
NZQA has released NZ Scholarship 
results.  Three boys were awarded 
scholarships – Jonathan London 
(Physics), Jonathan Reddell 
(Economics and History), and James 
Sutton (Calculus – Year 12).    
Congratulations to our NZ 
Scholarship recipients! 
 

THEMATIC TEACHING 
Week 8 (22-26 March) is designated 
as a Year 9 ‘Thematic Teaching 
Week’.  During this week, teaching 
in all core subjects will be based on 
a particular theme.  This term it is 
the concept of Sustainability. 
 
One of the reasons for this teaching 
practice is for students to see the 
links between subjects.   
 

HOMEWORK HUB 
A number of teachers run a very 
successful Homework Hub.  This 
takes place after school, in the 
Library, on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays (with a Maths focus on 
Wednesdays).   All students are 
welcome to attend to do their 
homework or revise, with teachers 
present to help when needed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
Rehearsals have begun for the 2021 
Rongotai College production of 
“Jesus Christ Superstar”.   
 
Mark this event in your diary now – 
show dates will be Wednesday 12, 
Thursday 13, Friday 14 and Saturday 
15 May starting at 7pm in the 
college’s Renner Hall.   
 
Tickets will be on sale from Monday 
1 April from the college shop - come 
and see our rendition of the show 
we all love!  Tickets are $15 for 
adults and $10 for children and 
students. 
 
Opportunities still exist for students 
to play in the orchestra for this 
production. If you wish to be 
involved, or to know more, please 
see Mr Crayford in the Music 
Department. 
 
During the shows we will have 
raffles to sell to assist with the costs 
of the production.  If you are able to 
donate vouchers or goods that 
could be included in the raffle, your 
donation would be greatly 
appreciated.  Donations can be 
handed to Ms Honeyman.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
Itinerant Programme 
Music lessons are available for 
piano, keyboards, guitar, bass, 
drums, voice, woodwind and brass. 
Lessons are $100 a year. This 
compulsory fee will be added to 
your school invoice and must be 
paid before Term One ends. 

Lessons have largely started but if 
you’re still interested in signing up, 
be quick! These are always very 
popular and from Term Two 
onwards are usually restricted to 
Music option students.  
 
If your son would like to be involved 
in any of this he should contact Mr 
Crayford at the Music Department. 
Queries can be directed to 
greg.crayford@rongotai.school.nz 
 

Big Band 
The big band is heading to the 
National Youth Big Band 
Competition at Tauranga during the 
Easter Jazz Festival. The band is 
busy preparing and rehearsing for 
this exciting venture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer sports are well underway 
with over 300 boys representing the 
school in 10 different summer 
codes. 

 

 

SPORTS 
NEWS 

CULTURAL 
 NEWS 

 

ACADEMIC 
 NEWS 

Summer Tournament Week 
This year 10 teams will be 
participating in summer 
tournament week: 

 Basketball 3x3 Junior  – 
Auckland, 24-27 March 

 Basketball 3x3 Senior  – 
Auckland, 24-27 March 

 Cricket – CSW Cricket 20/20 
Tournament, 22-24 March  

 Floorball  (Junior) – ASB 
Stadium, 27-28 March 

 Floorball  (Senior) – ASB 
Stadium, 27-28 March 

 Futsal (Junior) – ASB 
Stadium, Wellington, 24-26 
March 

 Futsal (Senior) – ASB 
Stadium, Wellington, 24-26 
March  

 Softball – Palmerston North, 
23-26 March 

 Waka Ama – Rotorua, 23-26 
March 

 Water Polo – Rotorua, 22-25 
March 

 
Good luck to all our boys in their 
respective events.   
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ATHLETICS  
Athletics takes centre stage in Term 
1.  Unfortunately, the first event of 
the year, the Rongotai Inter-House 
Athletics Day, was postponed due to 
Wellington being at Covid Alert 
Level 2.  Once we returned to Level 
1, we held the event at Rongotai 
College on Tuesday 23 February.  
Participation numbers were good 
and the students and staff enjoyed a 
fun day out with some great 
performances.   
 
Mackay was crowned house 
champions, with Heron in second 
place, and Lock in third. Renner was 
fourth. 
 
Athletics Finals Day 
We were able to hold this joint 
event with Wellington College, as 
scheduled, on 18 February at 
Newtown Park under Covid Alert 
Level 1. There were some extremely 
good results across the day in both 
the track and field events with many 
athletes hitting personal best 
results. 
 

 

 
Well done to all competitors and a 
special thank you to the staff and 
prefects who helped make this day 
a success.  
 

       
 

CRICKET 
Congratulations to Afa Fa’avae, for 
an outstanding start to the cricket 
season.  Playing for the 1

st
 XI, Afa 

has scored two centuries this 
season:  

- 123 v St Patrick’s College 

- 110 v HIBS 

 
Well done Afa! 

 

 

 

McEVEDY SHIELD  
It was unfortunate that this event 
was initially postponed, then 
cancelled due to Covid-19 
restrictions and subsequently  being 
unable to find another suitable 
date.   

 
BREAKFAST 
Breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day. 
 
We understand that for a range of 
reasons, boys may not come to 
school having had an appropriate 
breakfast.  Consequently, we have 
partnered with Fonterra and 
Sanitarium (as part of their “Kick 
Start” programme) to provide 
breakfast for boys who require it in 
the Hospitality Room each morning.  
Boys are able to have breakfast 
from 8am each morning.  Weet-Bix 
and milk are free, and boys can 
purchase toast if they choose to. 
 
We hope this allows all our students 
to have a ‘Kick Start Breakfast’ each 
day. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
 
Kevin Carter 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 
ATTENDANCE EMAILS 

The college has an email address for absences - attendance@rongotai.school.nz  Please use this address as a means of 
advising the school of your son’s absence.   Please also advise the reason for his absence. 

 

 

RONGOTAI  COLLEGE 

170 Coutts St, Kilbirnie, Wellington 
PO Box 14-063, Kilbirnie, Wellington, 6022 

PHONE: +64 4 939 3050     
EMAIL: the.principal@rongotai.school.nz 

www.rongotai.school.nz 

www.facebook.com/RongotaiCollege 

www.youtube.com/RongotaiCollegeNZ 
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FEES AND PARENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

As part of this mail out, you have received an invoice for payment of a range of fees and school contributions. 
Thanks to all those families who have already paid these.  You may be aware that over the past few years, the 
government offered schools $150 per student in-lieu of requesting donations and contributions. Our Board of 
Trustees considered taking up this offer from the government, but discovered that it would leave us more than 
$50,000 short of our funding needs based on parental contributions in past years, and would also have put 
things such as Outdoor Education, Geography and Biology field trips in jeopardy. 
 
Your fees and donations are important, as our Operations Grant from the Ministry of Education only just covers 
our running expenses, making your annual donation essential for us to continue offering a high quality, well-
resourced education for your son(s). Your contributions help us to fund additional Teacher Aides for in-class 
support of students, admin support and equipment for sports (including uniforms) and resources used in 
classrooms, such as digital projectors and wi-fi to support BYOD.  Your contributions have allowed the school to 
spend considerable sums of money in recent years in ICT infrastructure to meet the needs of 21

st
 century 

learning.  For example, we have purchased a number of laptops and over 135 chromebooks for students to use 
in class if they do not have one.  
 
This invoice includes a number of compulsory fees (for example, costs associated with particular subjects and 
sports fees). 
 
The invoice also has a request for payment of the annual school donation. The annual donation at Rongotai 
College is $300 for the first son and $180 for each other son.  School donations paid now may be claimed in 
your 2020 tax return.   
 
Many families opt to set up an automatic payment to spread the cost of their fees and donations.  If you 
require assistance in setting up an automatic payment, please contact the college office.  We are only too 
happy to help. 
 
Some of our families cannot afford to pay fees, and if you would like to support another family by making a 
further donation on their behalf, it would be much appreciated.  
 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION PROCEDURES 
Rongotai College has Emergency Evacuation Procedures which have been developed with input and feedback 
from Civil Defence. We hold regular evacuation drills and have outlined our procedures for students. 
 
In the event of an emergency such as major destructive earthquake or fire at the school, students will be held 
at school and not be allowed to leave the school grounds until dismissed by myself or a Deputy Principal acting 
on behalf of the Principal, and a decision made if they can go home directly or if they should be collected by 
their parents or a person listed as an emergency contact.  For the safety of all, it is important in these 
circumstances that parents check with the school office or administration before collecting students and taking 
them off-site. The school holds stocks of water as well as medical equipment and blankets in case we are 
required to keep students safe at school and a skeleton staff will remain with the students. 
  
In the case of an evacuation for a tsunami, our procedure will be to evacuate to the west, heading to Melrose 
Park, where toilet facilities are available. Again, a skeleton staff will remain with students until they are 
collected by parents.  
  
If and when it is deemed appropriate by the school that students need to be collected from either the school 
(in the event of an earthquake) or Melrose Park (following a tsunami evacuation), this will be communicated to 
parents by: 
 

 An announcement that will be made on the local radio stations (Newstalk ZB, The Hits, More FM). 

 A message left on the school phone (939 3050) asking parents to collect their children immediately. 

 If we have access to our servers, we will send a SMS and/or emails to all parents for whom we have cell 
phone or email contact details. 

 A message sent via the school calendar app. 

 A message on the school website and Facebook page 

 A telephone call by form teachers if it is practicable. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  


