RONGOTAI COLLEGE
PRINCIPAL’S NEWSLETTER
Week 4, Term 4 (6 November), 2020
COMING EVENTS

maximising their
academic success.

chances

of

Friday 6 November
Food Fair 5.30pm in the Renner Hall

Term 2

Wednesday 11 November
Last day for selected seniors who
qualify for study leave

Term 3
Term 4

Thursday 12 November
Tamatoa Christmas Concert
Friday 13 November
Testing day for Year 9 students for 2021
Monday 16 November
NCEA External exams begin
Pasifika Parents’ Asosi meeting
6.30pm in the staffroom
Tuesday 17 November
Teacher only day
Thursday 19 & Friday 20 November
Junior Examinations
Wednesday 25 November
Parents’ Association meeting
Thursday 26 November
Board of Trustees’ meeting 6pm in
the staffroom
Wednesday 2 to Friday 4 December
Year 10 Camp
Monday 7 December
Seniors return for assembly
Junior impromptu speech competition
Tuesday 8 December
Prizegiving. Last day for junior students.
Wednesday 9 December
Teacher Only Day
Friday 18 December
School office closes

Term 4 is in full swing, and it has to
be, as most of our Year 11, 12 and
13 students have only a few days at
school in which to increase their
knowledge and skills in preparation
for the important final NCEA
examinations. It is important that
all our seniors make use of the time
ahead to ensure they prepare
thoroughly
for
the
exams,

2021 TERM DATES

Term 1

To help all our students prepare for
their upcoming examinations, some
Study Skills material, looking at a
range of revision techniques,
including a blank revision timetable,
is available on our website. This
material will be useful for all
students from Years 9-13.
I would also like to point out that
Junior Examinations for Year 9 and
10 students are scheduled to start
on Thursday 19 November. An
examination timetable is attached
and your son can begin his
preparation for these important
exams by ensuring that all his notes
are complete and up-to-date.
Teachers will be giving students
advice on what material will be in
the exams over the next few weeks.

ACADEMIC
NEWS
NCEA
EXAMINATIONS
STUDY LEAVE

and

As in previous years, examination
study leave will only be given to
students sitting two or more NCEA
external examinations and who are
likely to achieve their qualification
this year, or who have already
gained the qualification.
Senior students who have been
granted examination study leave

Monday 1 February to
Friday 16 April
Monday 3 May to Friday
9 July
Monday 26 July to Friday
1 October
Monday 18 October to
Friday 10 December

will have their last day at school on
Wednesday 11 November. NCEA
examinations begin on Monday 16
November. The senior boys will be
given a clear message regarding our
expectations for NCEA study leave.
The time between classes finishing
for these students and exams
beginning should be considered as
“revision leave”, rather than an
early start to the holidays!
Students sitting fewer than two
external examinations, or who may
be unlikely to achieve a high
number of external credits, will be
expected to be at school as usual
during this time, working on internal
standards or revising in all their
subjects to attain the number of
credits required to get their NCEA
qualification, as part of our
Qualifications
Attainment
Programme. Once the qualification
is gained, they will then be granted
study leave. A letter will be sent
informing you if your son will be
expected to be at school as part of
the
Qualifications
Attainment
Programme.
TUESDAY 17 NOVEMBER is a
teacher only day for all college
students in the Greater
Wellington area, as teachers
get up-dated on future
changes to NCEA. Therefore
there is no school for all
students, except for those
with NCEA exam timetabled
for that day.

HELPING YOUR SON TO STUDY

I have included a copy of the NCEA
examination timetable and an
examination study timetable with
this newsletter to help you assist
your son to use his time wisely.
Please ensure his examinations are
marked on his calendar and that he
comes to school at the right time for
his examinations.
Whether your son is in Year 9 or 10
or studying for NCEA, he should
have a Study Timetable for the time
leading up to his exams. Extra Study
Timetable
blanks
can
be
downloaded from the college
website.
The following suggestions are useful
ways to help your son to study:
•
Make sure that your son has
set his routines from now until
the time of examinations. It is
a good idea to do the same
things at the same time each
day e.g. meals, chores, and
STUDY. Make sure your son
has filled in his Study Leave
Timetable and help him to
keep to the times on it.
•
Help your son to organise the
information he needs to study.
His teachers will have given
him a clear indication of what
to study for each Standard.
Help him to organise this
information.
•
Ask your son to get out the
notes he has been given in his
classes and help him organise
them.
•
Ask your son questions about
what
he
has
learned.
Explaining
something
to
someone else is a good way to
confirm what you have
learned.
•
Encourage
your
son.
Confidence comes from having
learned material and then
remembering it. Once your
son has gone through this
process he should be confident
that he can cope with the
examination.
There are some excellent websites
for tips on how to study, such as
www.how-to-study.com.
Another
website that I would recommend,
which has on-line practical help with
revision techniques and methods, is
https://getrevising.co.uk/make.

Study It (www.studyit.org.nz) is a
New Zealand website which
contains revision material related to
NCEA English, Mathematics and
Science.

CULTURAL
NEWS

Our teachers have also made
revision material available by
sharing through GOOGLE docs. Your
son also has on-line access to Te
Kura’s (The Correspondence School)
revision material.

COMMUNITY
SERVICE,
PERFORMING
ARTS
&
CULTURAL ASSEMBLY

Teachers will also be running study
and revision classes for students,
both during normal class time,
during lunch times and after school.
Please encourage your son to seek
help from his teachers in areas
where he is unsure. During study
leave, teachers are available in their
normal timetable slots to give
revision help.

PRIZEGIVING

At the end of the year, we recognise
achievement in a number of areas
of school life at our prizegiving
ceremony. This will be held on
Tuesday 8 December. Details of
Prizegiving will be included in our
next newsletter.
All Year 11-13 students are
expected back at school after exams
finish for most, on Monday 7
December, as we prepare for
Prizegiving and farewell leaving
staff.

WORKSHOPS
DESIGNERS

FOR

FUTURE

The faculty of Architecture and
Design Innovation of Victoria
University is offering a summer
Career Discovery Programme for
high school students in the region in
January 2021.

While COVID forced the cancellation
of many events this year, we were
able to celebrate the success of
students in those activities that
proceeded at our annual Community
Service, Cultural and Performing Arts
Assembly on Friday 23 October.
The following students were
presented with Honours awards at
the assembly:
Darcy Boardman
Music
Ben Parker
Music
Ryder Smith
Music
Isaac Thomson-Gregg
Music
Nelson Ah Hoi
Polynesian Club
Hans Amusia
Polynesian Club
Giovanni Lemalu
Polynesian Club
Christian Semu
Polynesian Club
We also recognised a number of
students for their Community
Service. The following students
received
Gold
awards
for
participating in over 35 services to
the community:
Sol Barris
Noa Holmes
Ben Dellabarca
Hugo Lawrence
Jack Pulford

MUSIC

The school’s extremely talented
musicians have just had a great
week of performances. The Music
Performance
Evening
was
highlighted by 24 outstanding
performances
across
multiple
genres.

All information is available at
futuredesigners.nz/careerdiscovery-programme/.
Flyers for the individual workshops
can
be
downloaded
at
https://futuredesigners.nz/wpcontent/uploads/2020/10/futurede
signersnz_career_discovery.pdf.
Oliver Spicer performs at the Performance
Evening

Well done to all our musicians, to
Mr Crayford and his talented staff
for their outstanding work in

preparing our boys, and to Mr
McNab and his Hospitality students
for their work providing meals and
coffee on Performance Evening.
Our musos followed this up with
some great performances at the
Manawatu Jazz and Blues Festival,
where Darcy Boardman (Guitar) and
Ben Parker (original composition)
gained individual awards.

and have made these offerings a
possibility.
With exams just around the corner,
the importance of regular exercise
and physical activity becomes
evident and while it may seem that
sport could be a distraction to
academia, there is plenty of
evidence to suggest that exercise
improves brain function and
academic performance.

Great work to all our musicians!

SWIMMING

We reported in our last newsletter
that Sam Brown had broken the
U16 400 Individual Medley National
record which had stood since 2013.
Over the holidays at the NZ Short
Course Championships he broke
that record again by over two
seconds!
At that meet Sam came away with a
haul of five Gold age-group medals,
and also two National Open medals.
This is an outstanding level of
achievement!
Ben Parker (left), Mr Crayford and Darcy
Boardman

POLY CLUB

Well done to our Poly Club for their
Performance Evening.
With
TuTagata being cancelled this year
due to COVID-19, a large number of
the students and senior leaders
wanted to perform for friends and
family, and they organised this
event. Well done boys!

SPORTS
NEWS
As we approach the end of the
school year, many of our summer
codes are getting underway again.
This term Rongotai is pleased to be
able to offer athletics, basketball
(social), cricket, croquet, floorball,
futsal, rugby 7s, volleyball and water
polo (juniors). Thank you again to all
the parents and volunteers who
have put their hands up this term

BASKETBALL
Congratulations to our Junior 3 X 3
Basketball Junior team who took out
the CSW Junior Slam Tournament,
defeating St Pat’s Silverstream in
the final. This means our Junior 3x3
squads have gone BACK TO BACK TO
BACK, repeating their success for 3
years in a row! Well done to Mr
Stewart and his team!

Winners!

Congratulations also to our RC2
team who won the Bronze in their
grade, to underscore a very
successful day!

CROQUET

Ali’i Posimani has
been awarded the
Baker Trophy for
the Most Improved
Association player
in New Zealand.
Congratulations Ali’i!

SAILING
Sam backed this up the following
weekend by spearheading the
Rongotai College swim team at the
NZ
Secondary
Schools’
Championships, along with Elliot
Brown and Ethan Buchanan. All our
swimmers performed well with top10 finishes and personal bests. Sam
came home with five national titles
and five personal bests, while both
Elliot and Ethan also posted PBs and
Top-10 finishes in their age group at
this event.

Some windy spring weather reduced
the NZ Secondary Schools’ Racing
Regatta to one day. Seven schools
from
Auckland,
Nelson
and
Wellington competed in a roundrobin in gusty conditions. Racing
was tight and Rongotai finished in
third place!
Congratulations to Wilbur Stanley
on helm, Harvey Linton at
mainsheet, Hugo Nevin-Matterson
on now and Teddy Stanley as float.

from left Teddy Stanley, Hugo NevinMatterson, Wilbur Stanley and Harvey Linton

The Rongotai Swim Team
from left Elliot Brown, Sam Brown & Ethan
Buchanan

SOFTBALL & BASEBALL

Congratulations to Ciaran Bolger –
who has doubled up his NZ U18
Baseball selection with the NZ U18
Softball selection also.

SPORTS AWARDS ASSEMBLY

Despite Covid, Wellington has been
extremely fortunate to be able to
have complete sporting seasons this
year, and we celebrated the success
of students in a range of sporting
activities at our annual Sports
Assembly on Friday 30 October.
The following students were
presented Honours awards at the
assembly:
Jordan Chan
Badminton
Bevan Cox
Badminton
Evyatar Tabor
Basketball
Adam Wyatt
Bowls
Henry Wells
Cricket
Jack Cobden-Cox
Floorball
Alec Stewart
Floorball
Peter Zlatkov
Floorball
Jesse Randall
Football
Matthew Peden
Futsal
Jesse Randall
Futsal
Harley Thornton
Hockey
Harvey Linton
Sailing
Wilbur Stanley
Sailing

Ciaran Bolger
Sam Brown
Bronson Harawira
Bronson Rogers
Harry Hall-Gray

Softball
Swimming
Waka Ama
Waka Ama
Water Polo

Harley Thornton receiving his Honours Award

CSW SPORTSPERSON OF THE
YEAR

Congratulations and good luck to all
the following boys who are finalists
in their individual sports for the
College
Sport
Wellington
Sportsperson of the Year Awards.
Winners will be announced at a
dinner on Sunday 8 November.
Bevan Cox
Alec Stewart
Jack Cobden-Cox
Jesse Randall
George Walker
Jesse Randall
Ciaran Bolger
Sam Brown

Badminton
Floorball
Floorball
Football
Futsal
Futsal
Softball
Swimming

SPORTS UNIFORM and FEES
A reminder that all winter sports
uniforms should have been returned
by now directly to either the coach

or the team manager. It is
preferable that uniforms are
returned to the coach or manager
rather than directly to the school.
This way the uniforms can be
accounted for and it ensures you
are not charged for missing
uniforms.
A small number of boys still have
sports fees outstanding. Failure to
settle these will mean your son may
not be able to play sport next year.
If you are unsure if you are up to
date with your fees please contact
the school office.

Finally, with NCEA exams and Junior
exams coming up, I would like to
emphasise that it is now the time for
your son to really push himself,
firstly to achieve his qualification,
but also to concentrate on getting
the highest level of achievement
possible – boys should be pushing
for Excellence grades and being ‘the
best they can be’ in their academic
achievement.
Kind regards,

Kevin Carter
PRINCIPAL

NOEL LEEMING, LYALL BAY

We have a number of relationships with local businesses who offer incentive schemes that provide discounts for you
while also helping to raise money for the school. I have included a flyer from Noel Leeming that may be of interest to
you, valid until 15 November. This offer is available at all Wellington stores but of course supporting the local Lyall
Bay store is encouraged.

RONGOTAI COLLEGE
170 Coutts St, Kilbirnie, Wellington
PO Box 14-063, Kilbirnie, Wellington, 6022
PHONE: +64 4 939 3050
EMAIL: the.principal@rongotai.school.nz

www.rongotai.school.nz
www.facebook.com/RongotaiCollege
www.youtube.com/RongotaiCollegeNZ

2020 EXAMINATION TIMETABLE
Exams available digitally shown in blue

Date

Time

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3

Scholarship

Mon 16
Nov

9.30 am
2.00 pm

Te Reo Rangatira
Chinese

Physics
German

Business Studies
Dance

Tue 17
Nov

9.30 am

Media Studies

Earth & Space
Science
Classical Studies
Art History

Drama

Calculus
Agricultural &
Horticultural Science
Chemistry

Spanish

Earth & Space
Science

Wed 18
Nov

2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm

Thu 19
Nov
Fri 20
Nov

Agricultural &
Horticultural Science
Geography

9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am

Mathematics &
Statistics
Accounting

Music
Mathematics &
Statistics

2.00 pm
Mon 23
Nov
Tue 24
Nov
Wed 25
Nov
Thu 26
Nov

Drama
WEEKEND
Te Reo Māori

9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am

French
Economics

2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm

Biology
Science
Samoan
Spanish

9.30 am

Te Reo Māori
Art History

2.00 pm

Latin

Tue 1
Dec
Wed 2
Dec
Thu 3
Dec
Fri 4 Dec

9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm
9.30 am
2.00 pm

Accounting
Home Economics
German
Dance
Physics

Mon 7
Dec

9.30 am

Japanese

2.00 pm
9.30 am

Health

2.00 pm
9.30 am

Social Studies

Fri 27
Nov

Mon 30
Nov

Tue 8
Dec

Wed 9
Dec

History
English
Drama
Business Studies

English
Chinese
History
Chemistry

Music
Geography
WEEKEND
Japanese

German
Statistics

Biology
History

French
Classical Studies

Samoan

Statistics

Calculus
Accounting
Biology
Health
Agricultural &
Horticultural Science
German
Chinese
Media Studies
Making Music
Chemistry

Te Reo Rangatira
Social Studies
Psychology

Agricultural &
Horticultural Science

Chemistry
Classical Studies

Drama

Religious Studies
Economics
Te Reo Rangatira
Physics
English

Accounting
History

Samoan

Geography
English

Economics
Biology
Home Economics
Media Studies
Business Studies
Health
WEEKEND
Te Reo Rangatira
Latin
French
Samoan
Education for
Sustainability
Social Studies
Dance

Media Studies
Geography
Physics
Classical Studies
Home Economics
French
Economics

Japanese
Art History
Te Reo Māori

Japanese
Spanish
Te Reo Māori
Latin

Latin
Chinese

Music Studies
Art History

Spanish
Earth & Space
Science

EXAMS END (Term 4 ends 16 Dec)

RONGOTAI COLLEGE

JUNIOR EXAM TIMETABLE 2020
Time

Thursday 19 November

Friday 20 November

8.55-9.10
9.10-11.10

Form Time
10EN
9SS
Interval
OPTION 1
Lunchtime
10SC
9MA

Form time
10MA
9SC
Interval
OPTION 2
Lunchtime
10SS
9EN

11.10-11.30
11.30-12.30
12.30-1.20
1.25-3.25

OPTION 1

OPTION 2

Year 9
9SP (DQ)
9MU(GC)
9MT (MG)
9DC (NN)
9EC (NT)
9DT (PA)
9AR (SF)
9JL (WN)

Year 10
10MT (EV)
10SA (LF)
10DC (NN)
10EC (NT)
10MR(WH)
10AR (SF)

9SP (DQ)
9SA (LF)
9EC (NT)
9DT (PA)
9JL (WN)

10SP (DQ)
10DC (NN)
10EC (PS)
10JL (WN)

9AR (EM)
9MT (EV)
9MR (WH)
9DC (NN)

10MT (EV)
10MU (GC)
10AR (SF)

Examination Rules and Procedures
Keep this timetable and attend all examinations on time
 Have all necessary equipment (pens, pencils, rulers, mathematical tools)
 Eating is not allowed in exams. You may drink bottled water
 For examinations in option subjects, go to the classroom where you
usually have that subject unless told by your teacher
 Exams start on time on Thursday (no late start)
 No digital watches allowed
 Normal timetable from Monday 23 November

STUDY LEAVE TIMETABLE




Do 2 to 8 one hour periods per day depending on your exam timetable
Write in your exams first and then construct your study timetable around this
Write the time in the small box and the subject you will be studying in the larger box for each day

Monday
9 November

Tuesday
10 November

Wednesday
11 November

Thursday
12 November

Friday
13 November

Saturday
14 November

Sunday
15 November

Monday
16 November

Tuesday
17 November

Wednesday
18 November

Thursday
19 November

Friday
20 November

Saturday
21 November

Sunday
22 November

Monday
23 November

Tuesday
24 November

Wednesday
25 November

Thursday
26 November

Friday
27 November

Saturday
28 November

Sunday
29 November

Monday
30 November

Tuesday
1 December

Wednesday
2 December

Thursday
3 December

Friday
4 December

Saturday
5 December

Sunday
6 December

