
 

2020 TERM DATES 
 

Term 3 Monday 20 July to Friday 
25 September 

Term 4 Monday 12 October to 
Wednesday 9 December 

 
 

2021 TERM DATES 
 

The Board of Trustees has 
confirmed that dates for the 
2021 school year will be: 
Term 1 Monday 1 February to 

Friday 16 April 
Term 2 Monday 2 May to Friday 

9 July 
Term 3 Monday 26 July to 

Friday 1 October 
Term 4 Monday 18 October to 

Friday 10 December 
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Term 2, Week 12 (July) 2020 
 
 

COMING EVENTS 
 
Monday 20 July 
First day Term 3 
 
Tuesday 28 & Thursday 30 July 
Parent Interviews 4-8pm 
 
Thursday 30 July 
Board of Trustees Strategic Planning 
Meeting 6pm in the staffroom 
 
Monday 3 August 
Rongotai College Pasifika Parents’ Asosi 
meeting at 6.30pm in the staffroom 
 
Wednesday 12 August 
Parents’ Association Meeting at 7.30pm in 
the staffroom 
 
Monday 27 July 
Subject selection handbooks for 2021 
distributed 
 
Monday 10 August  
Subject selection week for 2021 
 
Thursday 13 August 
Board of Trustees’ Meeting at 6pm in the 
staffroom 
 
Friday 14 August 
Subject selection for 2021 completed 
 
 
 

 

Today is the last day of Term 2. It has 
been a long and different term from 
normal. It began with students 
Learning@Home and then we 
returned to the Coutts Street campus 
when schools across New Zealand 
reopened on Monday 18 May. 
 
Since then it has been a busy and 
productive term.  Students have 
settled back to work exceedingly well 
and have re-connected with their 
peers, with their teachers and with 
their learning.   
 
I would like to thank our students, 
teachers and whānau who have 
worked so effectively to make both 
Learning@Home and this term so 
successful. 
 
Recent changes to NCEA for 2020 
(such as starting the external exams 
later in November and reducing 
credit requirements) have highlighted 
there is plenty of time left for 
students to achieve their academic 
goals for this year.  For your 
information, I have included the new 
NCEA exam timetable as part of this 
newsletter. 
 
To accommodate the later start of 
NCEA examinations (and subsequent 
later finish) we have had to extend 
the school year a few days, and 
change the date of our Prizegiving 
ceremony.  Prizegiving will now be 
held on Tuesday 8 December.    

 
FAREWELL  
Today marks the 
last day at 
Rongotai College 
for Mrs Evadyne 
Hastings. Evadyne 
has been a valued 
member of our 
support staff for 
25 years. 
 

Thank you for your service to 
Rongotai College Evadyne, and best 
wishes for the future. 
 

PREFECTS 
Two weeks ago we added a further 
three prefects to our Student 
Leadership Team.  
 
Congratulations to Bruno Ferguson, 
Giovanni Lemalu, and Harley 
Thornton on their appointment as 
Prefects.  
 

        
  Bruno Ferguson                Giovanni Lemalu 
 

 
Harley Thornton 

 
 
 
Enclosed with this newsletter is your 
son’s Mid-Year School Report. This 
document will provide you with 
useful feedback and feed-forward in 
regards to your son’s learning.  
 
These reports will be followed by a 
series of  Parent Interviews, to be 
held on Tuesday 28 July and 
Thursday 30 July from 4-8pm.   
 
Parent interviews are booked on-
line.   Interviews can be booked at 
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz. Enter 
the event code j54rf (for Rongotai 
College).   You will need to know 
from your son (or from the parent 
portal) the subjects he is studying 
and who his teachers are. 
 

ACADEMIC 
 NEWS 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


 

FEES AND PARENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

As part of our end-of-term mailout, you will receive an invoice for payment of a range of fees and school contributions. 
Thanks to all those families who have already paid the fees and donation.  Unfortunately, so far this year, fewer donations 
have been paid than in past years which, given the COVID-19 situation is understandable. 
 

However, your fees and donations are important as our Operations Grant from the Ministry of Education barely covers our 
running expenses, making your annual donation essential for us to continue offering a high quality education for your son.  
One area that the school has spent considerable sums of money in recent years is ICT infrastructure, to meet the needs of 21st 
century learning.  For instance, we installed new Windows 10 last year, at a cost of over $120,000, and there are significant 
on-going costs related to keeping our wifi backbone up-to-date. 
 

This invoice includes a number of compulsory fees (for example, costs associated with particular subjects and sports fees). 
 

The invoice also has a request for payment of the annual school contribution, which many of you have already paid. The 
annual donation at Rongotai College is $300 for the first son and $200 for each other son.  School donations paid now may be 
claimed in your 2021 tax return.   
 

Of course, some of our families cannot afford to pay fees, and if you would like to support another family by making a further 
donation on their behalf, it would be much appreciated.  
 

If you require assistance in setting up an automatic payment, please contact the college office.  We are only too happy to 
help. 

In the meantime, if you have any 
immediate concerns about your 
son’s schoolwork, please contact the 
appropriate year level dean. The 
deans are: 
   Year 9     Ms Anne Brailsford 
   Year 10   Mr Ash Collier 
   Year 11   Mr Nick O’Halloran 
   Year 12   Ms Esmee McAuley 
   Year 13   Mr Justin Gray 

 
SUBJECT SELECTION 
An important event early in Term 3 is 
Subject Selection.  Your son will 
receive his Subject Selection 
Handbook on 27 July (which will also 
be available on the school website). 
He will subsequently make subject 
choices for next year.  This early 
notification of his intentions is 
necessary so that we can begin 
planning our timetable and staffing 
needs for 2021. 
 
Boys will be asked to state which 
subjects they want to study in 2021 
by 14 August.  You will be able to do 
this on-line process via the portal.  
We will give you more information 
regarding this in the next newsletter.  
 
We will follow-up subject selection 
by notifying you of your son’s 
choices by email. 
 

Students are encouraged to speak to 
teachers, family and friends about 
career choices and academic 
courses.  They can access more 
information by visiting the Careers 
Office or contacting our Careers 
Teacher, Ms Wilson. Ms Wilson is 
happy to follow up your enquiry with 

information which specifically 
targets your questions.  You can 
reach Ms Wilson by email:  
virginia.wilson@rongotai.school.nz. 
 
Another excellent source of 
information regarding future 
careers is the careers.govt.nz 
website. 

 
ENROLMENTS 2021 
Rongotai Experience and Open 
Evening was postponed from early 
June, but we were lucky to be able 
to hold these during the last week. 
We began our enrolment process 
with the annual Rongotai Experience 
and Open Evening.  Open Evening 
was an extremely successful event, 
with the hall full of parents and their 
sons even though it was a cold, wet 
and windy night.   
 
I have had positive feedback from 
families who attended, with 
comments about the attitude and 
manner of the students who guided 
them, and the engaging manner of 
the staff and their passion for the 
school.  I would like to publicly thank 
the boys who volunteered to help at 
both the Rongotai Experience and 
the Open Evening – boys, you are 
our best advertisement! 
 

To date our enrolments for 2021 are 
encouraging and we will be 
organising enrolment interviews 
starting in August.  If you have 
friends who are intending to send 
their son to Rongotai College next 
year and have not yet enrolled, 
please ask them to do so promptly in 

order to be part of this. 
 

DIGITAL EXAMS 
Digital exams are becoming 
increasingly important.  Our school 
has been part of the digital exams 
trial offered over the last four years, 
so we are experienced in how these 
operate and confident of our 
capacity to successfully run these 
exams. Feedback from our boys is 
that most prefer digital exams, 
especially in those subjects that 
require them to write essays. 
 
Teachers will be talking with 
students regarding which subjects 
will be available and how their 
online learning experiences this year 
will help build their confidence in 
digital exams. 
 

 
 
NZQA is continuing to increase the 
number of digital exams, with 21 
subjects across three levels available 
this year. We will be offering exams 
in English, Media Studies, History, 
Classical Studies and languages.  
 
To help students get ready for the 
exams, we will be offering practice 
digital exams as part of our End-of-
Year School exams for those subjects 
that will be examined digitally for 
NCEA at Rongotai College. 
 

mailto:virginia.wilson@rongotai.school.nz


 
 
 
 
 
Sport in Term 2 began quickly with a 
relatively short turn-around from 
when we returned to school from 
lockdown to competitions starting. 
Rugby, football, hockey, basketball, 
table tennis and badminton are now 
all underway in weekly competitions 
in and around Wellington.  Thank 
you to the coaches, managers and 
selectors for their support and quick 
work to get the teams prepared and 
competing. Thanks are due to those 
members of the Rongotai 
Community who have stepped up to 
coach or manage our teams.  Your 
work is much appreciated! 
 
The first weekend of sport came off 
the back of seven straight days of 
rain and six minutes of sunlight. 
Subsequent Saturdays have not been 

much better! However, despite the 
weather it has been great to see the 
support on the sidelines throughout 
all sports and grades.  This support 
does not go unnoticed.  Thank you 
and we look forward to your 
continued support for the rest of the 
season.  
 
As the weather gets cooler and 
winter sets in please ensure your son 
comes well prepared for matches 
and in the appropriate school sport 
uniform. ‘Skins’ are permitted to be 
worn under the playing uniform and 
are encouraged. 
 
DRAWS AND RESULTS 
As always team lists, draws and 
results are posted on the Sports 
Noticeboard and you can keep up to 
date with the latest draws and 
results though the RC Sport 
Facebook page and the College Sport 
Wellington app and website.   The 

CSW app also highlights any 
cancellations on match days. 
 
SPORTS FEES 
Sports fees are now overdue.  Thank 
you to the many parents who 
responded and either paid the fees 
directly or made arrangements to do 
so.  Please contact Mr Hemant Lala, 
Sports Manager, if you have any 
questions relating to the fees. 
 
Enjoy the well-earned break in July 
and I hope to see you out on the 
sidelines supporting our boys next 
term as they don the blue black 
yellow and compete on the sports 
fields.  

 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 
Kevin Carter 
PRINCIPAL 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

170 Coutts St, Kilbirnie, Wellington 
PO Box 14-063, Kilbirnie, Wellington, 6022 

PHONE: +64 4 939 3050 
EMAIL: the.principal@rongotai.school.nz 

www.rongotai.school.nz 

www.facebook.com/RongotaiCollege 

www.youtube.com/RongotaiCollegeNZ 

UNIVERSITY INFORMATION 
 

Students considering university study in 2021 may be interested in attending one or more of the open days.  
Dates for these are: 

 AUT - Saturday 29 August 

 Canterbury University -  virtual 9 July, on campus 27 August 

 Lincoln University - virtual 17 July , on campus 27 October 

 Massey University (Wellington Campus) - 21 August  for College of Creative Arts programmes  

 Massey University - virtual 4 & 5 September  

 University of Auckland - 29 August 

 University of Otago - virtual 23 July, on campus 10 August 

 Victoria University - 21 August 

 Waikato University - 31 July  
Further information is available from the Careers Office. 
 

University Scholarship applications are now open and information and guidance on these can be obtained 
from the Careers Office and/or the university websites. 
 

Closing dates are for School Leaver Scholarships are: 

 AUT - close 1 September 

 Canterbury University - close 15 August 

 Lincoln University - close 15 August 

 Massey University - close 20 August 

 University of Auckland - Wednesday 19 August  

 University of Otago - close 15 August 

 Victoria University  - close 1 September 

 Waikato University - close 31 August 
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