
 

MID TERM BREAK 

On Tuesday 4 June there will be 
no school for students as we will 
be having a mid-term break.  

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
ELECTION 

Nominations are invited for the 
election of five parent 
representatives to the Board of 
Trustees.  A nomination form 
and a notice calling for 
nominations have been posted 
to all eligible voters.  You can 
nominate another person to 
stand as a candidate or you can 
nominate yourself.  Both parts of 
this form must be signed.   
 

Additional nomination forms can 
be obtained from the school 
office. 
 

Nominations close at noon on 
Friday 24 May 2019 and may be 
accompanied by a signed 
candidate statement and a 
photograph.   
 

The voting roll is open for 
inspection at the school and can 
be viewed during normal school 
hours.  There will also be a list of 
candidates’ names, as they come 
to hand, for inspection at the 
school.     
 

Voting closes at noon on Friday 7 
June 2019. 
 

Bella Cook 
Returning Officer 
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COMING EVENTS 
 
Wednesday 29 May 
Board of Trustees’ meeting at 6pm in the 
Mackay Library 
 
Friday 30 May 
Reports posted home 
 
Monday 3 June 
Queen’s Birthday holiday 
 
Tuesday 4 June 
Mid Term Break 
 
Friday 7 June 
Rongotai Experience 
– no school for most students 
 
Tuesday 11 June 
Rongotai College Open Evening 
 – no afternoon school for most students 
 
Monday 17 June 
Rongotai College Pasifika Parents’ Asosi at 
6.30pm in the staffroom 
 
Wednesday 19 June 
Second round of HPV vaccinations 
 
Friday 21 June 
Winter Food Fair from 5.30pm in the 
Renner Hall 
 
Thursday 27 June 
Board of Trustees’ meeting at 6pm in the 
Mackay Library 
 
Friday 5 July 
Last day Term 2 
 
Monday 22 July 
First day Term 3 
 

 

2019 TERM DATES 
Term 2: Monday 29 April to 
 Friday 5 July 
Term 3: Monday 22 July to Friday 
 27 September 
Term 4: Monday 14 October to 
 Friday 6 December 

 
 
 

Welcome back to what is already 
proving to be a very busy Term 2. 
For seniors, the school year is more 
than one-third of the way through 
the year and our deans, academic 
mentors and classroom teachers are 
working hard to ensure that 
students meet their academic 
commitments and are as successful 
as they can be. 
 
As I have walked around the 
corridors of the school over the past 
few weeks, I have seen a number of 
senior students heavily involved in 
NCEA internal assessments. I have 
been impressed by their efforts. You 
should receive feedback from 
teachers as part of our next reports, 
which are due to be posted in early 
June. You can also check for results 
on the Parent Portal. 
 
ERO VISIT 
We have welcomed John Collinson 
and Karen McClutchie from the 
Education Review Office (ERO) into 
the school this week.  This is our first 
ERO visit since 2016, and it will 
conclude next week. Their report on 
how the school is operating will be 
available in several months’ time.  

 
UNIFORM 
While we have allowed boys to wear 
extra garments to keep themselves 
warm over the past week or so, after 
Queen’s Birthday weekend we will 
be insisting that students wear the 
correct uniform, even on the coldest 
of days. The regulation jersey and 
school jacket provide ample warmth, 
although we also allow students to 
wear plain black or navy blue 
jackets as part of the uniform. We 
have a uniform puffer jacket, and 
these have proven extremely 
popular. They can be purchased 
from the college shop. 
 
Recently, we have noted a large 
number of boys not wearing 

regulation shoes.  Shoes should be 
black, leather-look, polishable dress 
shoes.  Sports or ‘skate-type’ shoes 
are NOT part of the uniform.   
 
We ask for your support in ensuring 
that your child has the correct 
uniform items, including the correct 
shoes. 
 
We don’t wish to disrupt learning to 
get the uniform sorted, but we do 
have a uniform that must be worn 
correctly. 



ENROLMENTS 2020 
We are presently involved with 
enrolments for 2020.  The first 
enrolment event is the RONGOTAI 
EXPERIENCE when we invite Year 8 
boys from our contributing schools 
to Rongotai College to experience 
our school.  This takes place on 
Friday 7 June.  The Year 8 boys come 
into our school in two groups from 
contributing schools and spend the 
morning or afternoon involved in 
various learning activities in different  
subject areas.  There will be no 
formal classes for your son(s) on 
this day although some of them will 
be asked to help with our Rongotai 
Experience.   
 
If you require your son to attend 
school on this day he will be 
supervised.  Contact the office 
before the day if this is the case and 
please tell him to report to the office 
at 8.55am.  
 
The second important event is our 
OPEN EVENING which will be held on 
Tuesday 11 June.  Please encourage 
any of your friends who have a son in 
Year 7 or 8 to come into the college 
and experience the “Rongotai Way”.  
The evening begins at 7pm and 
concludes around 8.30pm. 
 
Departments will be setting up 
displays for the Open Evening from 
12.30pm onwards.  Some students 
will be required to help with this, but 
if your son is not required he will be 
released from school at 12.30pm.   
 
If you require your son to stay at 
school for the afternoon he will be 
supervised.  Please tell him to report 
to the office at 1.30pm. 
 
If your friends would like further 
information subsequent to the 
above two events, please ask them 
to contact the college, and I will take 
them on a tour of the college 
facilities. 

 
BREAKFAST 
Breakfast is the most important meal 
of the day.   
 
We understand that for a range of 
reasons, boys may not come to 
school having had an appropriate 
breakfast. Consequently, we have 
partnered with Fonterra and 
Sanitarium (as part of their ‘Kick 
Start Breakfast programme’) to 

provide breakfast for boys who 
require it in the Hospitality Room 
each morning. Boys are able to have 
breakfast from 7.45 each morning. 
Weet-Bix and milk are free, and boys 
can purchase toast if they choose to. 
 
We hope this allows all our students 
to have a ‘Kick Start Breakfast’ each 
day. 

 
 

SKOOL LOOP APP 
Parents are reminded to download 
this app, then select ‘Rongotai 
College’.   From here you are able to 
easily send attendance emails, view 
newsletters, access the daily notices 
(linked through the Parent Portal) 
and in the event of an emergency, 
we are able to send a notification 
direct to your phone.   
   

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
ASIAN SCIENCE CAMP 
Head Prefect, 
Lufilufi Lene 
Isara will join 
four other 
students from 
New Zealand 
who have 
been selected by the Royal Society 
Te Apārangi, to attend the Science 
Camp in Shantou, Guangdong 

Province, China in late July.   
 
Each year, hundreds of applications 
for this prestigious event are 
received from secondary school 

students wishing to attend, and 
attendance is restricted to five 
candidates from around New 
Zealand.   
 
The Asian Science Camp is an annual 
event that aims to enlighten science-
talented youths through discussion 
and dialogue with top scholars and 
technologists in the world and to 
promote the international friendship 
and cooperation among the best 
young students of the next 
generation in Asia. 
 
Congratulations Lufi! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
THE WIZARD OF OZ 
A real highlight of the year to date 
has been the very successful season 
of “The Wizard of Oz”, that finished 
last week. I have had a considerable 
amount of positive feedback from 
staff, parents and the wider 
community who were all very 
impressed by the quality of 
performances and the wonderful 
way the 100 or so students in the 
cast, orchestra and back-stage crew 
from Rongotai College, Wellington 
East Girls’ College, Kilbirnie School, 
Lyall Bay School and Miramar North 
School worked together. 
 

 
 

I would like to extend my 
congratulations to all the students 
who participated – their talent and 
their enjoyment was evident for all 
to see!  There were some 
outstanding performances by 
principals Dorothy, Lion, Scarecrow, 
Tinman and Toto who were 
supported by a fine cast and 
outstanding orchestra. 
 
Also, I extend my thanks to all the 
staff who gave their time so willingly 
and readily for the production.  In 
particular, I would like to 
acknowledge the efforts of Ms Ami 
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Tasker (Director/Producer), Mr Greg 
Crayford (Musical Director), Ms 
Esmee McAuley (Artistic Director), 
Ms Kate Trafford (Wardrobe) and Mr 
Kit Norman (Stage Manager).  
 

 
 
A number of old boys of the college 
also made significant contributions 
to the production.  In particular, our 
gratitude is extended to Jeff Hewitt 
of Metro Productions Limited 
(lighting and staging), and parent 
Grant Sullivan (sound). 
 
Well done to all!   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
CROQUET 

Robbie Spooner 
continues to   

impress. He 
recently won yet 
another singles title 
with his Wellington 
Club.  Well done 
Robbie.  
 

 
FOOTBALL 
Congratulations to Jesse Randall 

who was been 
selected in the New 
Zealand Under 17 
Football team to 
travel to China to 
participate in the 
Panda Cup.   This 

tournament took place from 23-30 

May.  
 
SWIMMING 
Over the recent school holidays Sam 
Brown swam in the national age 

grade champs over 
the holidays.  He 
came away with 4x 
golds, 2x silver and 
2x bronze medals.  
Sam has now been 
invited to be part of 
the NZ Swimming 
team to compete in 

Australia in October.   
Congratulations Sam! 
 
 
Winter sports are now well and truly 
underway and it is great to see our 
football, hockey and basketball 

numbers continuing to grow, while 
for the most part, other winter 
codes have remained steady in 
terms of participant numbers.  
 
There are still a few boys who are 
not wearing the correct sport 
uniform, especially evident in 
football. Please ensure your son 
wears the correct sports uniform as 
agreed to in the terms and 
conditions of registration. Continued 
failure to do will result in them being 
stood down from competition.  

 
 
 
Thank you to the parents and 
community volunteers who work 
tirelessly to provide opportunities 
for all boys at Rongotai to enjoy and 
experience sport.  Please make sure, 
if your boy is in a sports team this 
year, you acknowledge the effort 
from these people who coach, 
manage and provide transportation 
in order for your son to have such 
wonderful opportunities. 
 
Best wishes to the school community 
for the term ahead. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Kevin Carter 
PRINCIPAL 
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