
COMING EVENTS 
 
Monday 21 May 
Rongotai College Pasifika Parents’ 
Asosi at 6.30pm in the staffroom 
 
Thursday 24 May 
Board of Trustees’ meeting at 6pm 
in the Mackay Library 
 
Friday 1 June 
Reports posted home 
 
Monday 4 June 
Queen’s Birthday holiday 
 
Friday 8 June 
Rongotai Experience 
 
Tuesday 12 June 
Open Evening 
 
Wednesday 13 June 
St Pat’s Silverstream sporting 
exchange at Silverstream 
 
Monday 18 June 
Rongotai College Pasifika Parents’ 
Asosi at 6.30pm in the staffroom 
 
Friday 22 June 
Winter Food Fair, from 5.30pm in 
the Renner Hall 
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2018 TERM DATES 

 

Term 2: Monday 30 April to Friday 
 6 July 
Term 3: Monday 23 July to Friday 
 28 September 
Term 4: Monday 15 October to 
 Friday 7 December 

 

 
Welcome to the start of Term 2. I 
hope you have all had a good school 
holiday period, and your son is 
rested and ready for the new term! 

 
STUDENT PROGRESS 
Overall, most students settled down 
to work well during Term 1 and 
made good progress. Teachers 
reported on your son’s progress in 
our Interim Reports in March.  These 
were designed to provide you with a 
snapshot of your son’s attitude and 
progress so far this year.  Copies of 
reports are available on the Parent 
Portal. 

You also had an opportunity to 
receive personal feedback from 
teachers at Parent-Teacher 
Interviews.  Many thanks to the 
large number of you who came 
along, and I hope you enjoyed 
meeting your son’s teachers and got 
some useful feedback from them. 

 
PREFECTS 
Since our last newsletter, we have 
added a further six prefects to our 
Student Leadership Team.  
 
Congratulations to Abdirazak Jama, 
Shannon Lucas, Diarn Maurirere, 
Taine Murphy, Tuaru Nathan and 
Steven Va’a on their appointment.  
 

   
From left: Tuaru Nathan, Abdirizak Jama, 
Taine Murphy, Diarn Maurirere, Shannon 

Lucas and Steven Va’a. 

 
YEAR 9 OPTION CHOICES 
During Term 1, Year 9 students had 
the opportunity to experience the 
range of our option subjects, prior to 
selecting their two option choices 
for the remainder of the year.  These 
option subjects started this week. If 
you have any questions about 
options or wish to discuss your son’s 
choices, please contact the Year 9 
Dean Mr Nick O’Halloran or your 
son’s form teacher.  

 
PHYS ED UNIFORM 
This year, all Year 9, 10 and 11 
students are required to wear 
Physical Education uniform. This 
consists of the school PE top and 
blue shorts. It has been pleasing to 
see the majority of students are 
wearing theirs. Students who have 
yet to purchase the Physical 

Education uniform are required to 
purchase theirs from the college 
shop as soon as possible. If there 
are any issues in meeting this 
expectation, please communicate 
this to your son’s PE teacher or 
Dean. I encourage your son to label 
their uniform so that it is easily 
identifiable. 
 

STAFF NEWS 
Mr Vasantha Perris left Rongotai 
College at the end of Term 1.  Mr 
Perris’ replacement, Ms Kate 
Southall will take up her position on 
14 May. In the meantime, Mr Ross 
Findlay is covering her classes. 
 
Deputy Principal Mr Blair Simpson 
has been granted two terms study 
leave, to complete his Masters of 
Secondary School Leadership 
degree. In his absence, Ms Louise 
Richards will be acting as Deputy 
Principal. You should feel free to 
contact her if you have any queries 
over curriculum matters.  
 
As a result of 
this change, Mr 
Rowan 
Donaldson 
joined our staff 
at the beginning 
of the term. Mr 
Donaldson will 
be teaching Social Studies classes, 
covering for both Mr Simpson and 
Ms Richards. 

 
 
 
 
 

STEVENSON MEDAL 
Congratulations to Dean Banks and 
Devin Cho who were awarded the 
Stevenson Medal recently at 
assembly.  The Stevenson Medal is 
awarded annually to the top 
student in Level 1 Science.  It is 
named after Rongotai College Old 

 
 

ACADEMIC 
 NEWS 



Boy, David Stevenson, an 
Astrophysicist at CalTech. 
 
  

     Dean Banks                 Devin Cho 

 
VIETNAM-CAMBODIA TRIP 
38 Year 12 and 13 Social Sciences 
students and 4 staff have recently 
returned from a two week trip to 
Vietnam and Cambodia. The overall 
aim of the trip was to give students 
a different experience, learning life 
lessons about independence, team 
work and organisation. These things 
take on a whole new meaning in a 
foreign overseas environment. The 
trip was also designed to assist 
Geography and History students 
with background knowledge for 
their NCEA studies. 
 
There were many highlights of the 
trip in what was a busy itinerary, 
including visiting Angkor Wat, the 
sobering atmosphere at ‘The Killing 
Fields”, and meeting with the CEO 
of Daughters of Cambodia charity. 
Another highlight was singing ‘Non 
Nobis’ to Vietnamese who have 
been severely affected by Agent 
Orange. I suspect the boys also 
enjoyed the hustle and bustle of the 
scooter-madness of Hi Chi Min City! 
 

 
 

 
 
I know the boys thoroughly enjoyed 
the trip and I am sure it will have 
instilled in them a lifelong desire to 
travel.  
 

I would also like to thank the four 
staff members for taking time away 
from their families to provide this 
great learning opportunity for the 
boys. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Rongotai College students are 
frequently involved in community 
service activities that focus on 
fundraising for a range of worthy 
groups.  So far this year students in 
our Interact Club have supported 
Child Cancer and Red Cross with 
their fundraising efforts.  Early in 
Term 2 they will also be supporting 
the Mary Potter Hospice appeal. 
 

 
International student Koki Tanaka and Ethan 

Makisi collecting for Red Cross. 

 
We further supported the Cancer 
Society through our involvement in 
Relay for Life.  Congratulations to 
the 180+ boys who took part in the 
Cancer Society Relay for Life on 
Saturday 18 March, at Frank Kitts 
Park, Wellington. The team raised 
over $8,000 for this very worthy 
cause.  
 
A big thanks to Mr Nick O'Halloran, 
Ms Debra Honeyman and the staff 
and parents involved. Great effort!  
 
We would also like to extend a big 
thank you to New World (Miramar) 
who supplied food for the barbecue. 
  

 
 

 
 
The boys have also supported the 
‘Shave for a Cure’ campaign, with 
several having their head shaved at 
assembly to help raise money for 
this worthy cause.  
   

 
 
RONGOTAI COLLEGE BIG BAND 
The Big Band participated in the NZ 
Youth Jazz Competition at the 
National Jazz Festival in Tauranga 
over Easter. You may recall that 
their participation last year was 
cancelled due to Cyclone Cook 
making it too dangerous to travel.   
 
This year well and truly made up for 
it! With 18 months of rehearsals / 
gigs, competitions and concerts 
under their belt, the band were in a 
great position to participate, pitting 
their skills against much longer 
established bands from around the 
country. They came away with a 
silver award certificate and won a 
trophy for best performance of a NZ 
composition (Ernie by Fat Freddy’s 
Drop).  
 
They were also privileged to be 
asked by the organisers to perform 
a 90 minute set at The Strand 
Concert Series. It was very exciting 
for the band to be involved with the 
festival and a real highlight of the 
year for the 19 young men in the 
band. 
 

 

CULTURAL 
 NEWS 

 



Thanks go out to the very 
supportive whānau, especially the 
hard-working committee of Sally 
Thomson-Gregg and Vicki Cowan, 
without whom there would be no 
band. 

 
 
 
 
 
We would like to thank and 
acknowledge all the sport 
volunteers who have helped make 
sport possible in Term 1.  Parent 
and staff support continues to be 
the driving force behind sport and 
without it, sport simply would not 
exist. Every parent who coaches, 
managers, transports or helps in any 
capacity, is appreciated and we 
sincerely thank you for your 
support. 
 
Whether playing sport for fun with 
friends or competitively, sport 
remains an important part of life at 
Rongotai College and it was great to 
again see such high sport 
participation rates in Term 1.  We 
hope all boys play at least one sport 
each year and it is not too late if 
your son hasn’t registered for 
winter 2018. Please contact our 
Sports Director, Mr Nigel Dixon 
(sport@rongotai.school.nz), to 
discuss what might be a good fit for 
your son and appeal to his interests.  
 
BASKETBALL 
Rongotai Basketball players have 
enjoyed a considerable amount of 
individual success in recent weeks. 
 
Jaylin To’o 
recently 
represented New 
Zealand at the 
FIBA Asian 
Championships in 
China. The New 
Zealand team 
finished third, and have now 
qualified for the FIBA Under 17 
World Cup to be held in Argentina in 
June. Congratulations Jaylin!  
 
Ben Robertson (Year 13) and Ezra 
Vaigafa (Year 12) have both been 
selected on the Wellington Saints 
2018-19 roster. This is an 
outstanding achievement – well 
done boys! 
  

A further two of our students have 
been selected in the NZ Basketball 
Academy teams to travel to Las 
Vegas in July this year to participate 
in a tournament.  They are Riley 
Manu and Lyric Samu.  Well done 
boys! 
 

      
         Riley Manu                Lyric Samu 

 
3x3 BASKETBALL   
Congratulations to the Senior Gold 
3x3 Basketball Team for winning the 
College Sport Wellington 
Tournament.  They narrowly beat 
the Rongotai Blue team 13-12 in the 
final.  
 
BOWLS 
Bowls has grown in numbers this 
year, with the A side qualifying for 
regionals after winning the 
Wellington competition. We are 
seeing a new wave of bowlers 
coming through thanks to the 
efforts of teachers Mr Bill Baird and 
Mr Monty Asare.  
 
CROQUET 
The A Croquet team consisting of 
Robbie Spooner and Ben Prentice 
had a strong showing at the 
Regional Tournament coming 3

rd
 

and qualifying for nationals later in 
the year.  Well done! 
 
DRAGON BOATING 
Dragon Boating numbers increased 
this year and it was great to see 
more boys giving it a go. 
Unfortunately, Rongotai was the 
only boys’ school who entered a 
team in the regatta.  However the 
opportunity of being out on the 
water and learning about water 
safety, working together and 
pushing for one cause was a great 
learning experience for the boys.  
 

 
 

FLOORBALL 
Congratulations to the Junior side 
who beat Wellington College 6-5 in 
extra time, to win the CSW 
competition.   
 

 
 
FUTSAL 
Futsal has become a major code at 
Rongotai.  With 126 players and 16 
teams in Term 1, it was great to see 
so many new boys take up the fast 
moving and exciting sport. The 
performance of our Senior A and 
Junior A sides were extremely 
impressive as the Senior side won 
the CSW Premier division beating 
Wellington College in the final and 
the Junior A side narrowly losing the 
CSW Premier division final in a nail-
biting final against Wellington 
College. 
 
In the lower grades, Rongotai 5 beat 
Rongotai 4 to win Junior Division 4 
while Rongotai 6 won Division 5. 
 
SURF LIFESAVING 
Che Pulepule recently attended the   
TSB NZ Surf Life 
Saving National 
Championships 
in Gisborne, in 
the U16 Men’s 
age group. Che 
won three 
national medals 
– a gold, a silver and a bronze.  
Congratulations Che! 
 
Sam Brown competed in the U14 
New Zealand 
Surf Lifesaving 
Championships 
at Orewa, 
winning 2 golds, 
a silver and a 
bronze medal.  
Well done Sam!   
 
SWIMMING 
We recently held the Rongotai 
College Junior Swimming 
Championship.  Congratulations to 
Jacob Timmins (Y9) and Sam Brown 

SPORTS 
NEWS 
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(Y10) who were the overall 
champions in their year group. 
 
Sam Brown went on to compete at 
the National Age Grade Swimming 
Championships, winning a gold 
medal and a silver medal in the 400 
Medley and 400 Free - well done 
Sam! 
 
SOFTBALL 
Congratulations 
to Karl Gollan 
who has been 
named in the 
Developing Sox 
(NZ U15 Boys). 
 
TOUCH 
Congratulations Ezrah Vaigafa on 
being named in the NZ U16 Touch 
squad. 
 
VOLLEYBALL 
We were able to field three 
volleyball teams thanks to having 
three dedicated members of staff, 
Mrs Lotofoa Fiu, Mrs Sheridan 
Mackenzie and Mr Pemerika 
Leiataua, on board. The senior side 
won the CSW Division 1 title 
comfortably  
 
The juniors also had a great season 
with the Junior A side finishing 
second and the Junior B side 
finishing fourth in the top grade.  
 

SUMMER TOURNAMENT WEEK 

Teams from five different sports 
competed at their respective 
summer national tournaments in 
late March.  As the following shows, 
it was a hugely successful week for 
Rongotai College teams. 
 
3x3 Basketball (Tauranga) 
Three teams (two senior and one 
junior) travelled to this event.   
Congratulations to all players 
concerned with our teams finishing 
in 5

th
 (Rongotai Gold team) and 14

th
 

(Rongotai Blue team) places in the 
senior competition, while the 
juniors finished in 8

th
 place. 

 
Floorball (Wellington) 
Congratulations to the junior 
Floorball team who won the NZ 
Secondary Schools’ championship, 
decisively beating Wellington 
College in the final. 
 

 
 
The senior team finished in 5

th
 

place.    
 
Futsal (Wellington) 
The senior team unfortunately lost a 
very exciting grand final of the New 
Zealand Secondary School Futsal 
National Championship to 
Wellington College.  
 
The Junior A side reached the semi-
final at the National tournament.  
 
Congratulations 
to Shannon 
Lucas who was 
awarded the 
Golden Glove 
Award at the NZ 
Secondary 
Schools’ Senior 
Futsal Championship as the top goal 
keeper.   
 
Softball (Hutt Valley) 
The softball team finished in 3

rd
 

place.   With a young side, many of 
the players will be around for years 
to come which bodes well for 
building on the successes this year.    
 
Congratulations to Dylan Jackson 
who was the top batter at the 
national tournament and to Dylan, 
Taha Corkran, Karl Gollan and Te 
Hoera Sullivan who were named in 
the NZ tournament team following 
the tournament. 
 

 
 
 
Volleyball (Palmerston North) 
The senior side travelled to 
Palmerston North to compete in the 
NZ Secondary Schools’ National 
tournament where they finished 
admirably 20

th
 in NZ.  This is a 

significant improvement. 

Waka Ama (Rotorua) 
A team of boys travelled to Rotorua 
to compete in the Aotearoa 
Secondary Schools’ Waka Ama 
National Championship at the Blue 
Lake.  A big thanks to the coaches 
and parent support throughout the 
campaign.   Despite some tough 
competition they raced hard and 
the 6-man U19 crew made semi-
finals, while Mikaere Miratana 
Stafford, made the 1 Man U19 Plate 
final, the 6-man U16 crew and the 
combined Rongotai and St Mary’s 
College 12-man crew also made the 
plate finals. 
 

 
 
SPORTS FEES 
Students of Rongotai College are 
expected to pay fees if they 
represent the college in sport.  If you 
are unsure about the amount of the 
fee then please contact Mr Nigel 
Dixon, Sports Director.  The fees are 
vital to the operation of sport, and 
can be paid at the college shop. 
 
SPORTS COACHES  
To meet the continuing and 
expanding demands for sport in our 
school, Rongotai College is seeking 
people interested in coaching or 
managing winter sports teams in 
2018. 
 
We have boys competing in over 30 
different sports at both senior and 
junior levels: national, regional, local 
and social. 
 
If you would like to be a part of the 
development and expansion of 
Rongotai College sport please 
contact Mr Nigel Dixon, Sports 
Director by phone (939 3050) or by 
email  sport@rongotai.school.nz. 

 
PROACTIVE PHYSIO 
Proactive are proud to be associated 
with Rongotai College, providing 
students with free physio services 
for ACC injuries onsite at the 
college. A Rongotai old boy and 
Proactive Director, Vijay Vallabh, set 
up the relationship with Rongotai 
four years ago. “It’s great for the 
students to understand the value of 
physio and how it helps both heal 
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injury and reduce the chance of re-
injury. It gives you confidence to 
play sport and to resume everyday 
activities.”  
 
Proactive works with a few schools 
in the region as part of our Physio in 
Schools programme, giving students 
free physio treatment for ACC 
injuries.  They also educate students 
about looking after their own 
nutrition, sleep, mindset and 
physical function as part of their 
Four Corners of Health approach. 
Their main clinics are located at 72 
Taranaki St, Lower Hutt, Kapiti and 
Porirua. 
 
Proactive’s physios come to 
Rongotai twice a week, Mondays 
and Fridays, 8am – 10am. Students 
can make appointments at the 
college office. 

 
PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
The Parents’ Association have held 
two meetings this year and have 
been active in their intent to 
support the boys with their learning 
and engagement in life at school. 
 
Funding has been agreed for a 
number of activities in 2018 – Year 9 
Reading Rewards programme, First 
Aid course for all Year 9 students, a 
set of lawn bowling balls, new 
blenders for Hospitality, support to 
the Waka Ama team, 16 body 
boards and fins for use at Lyall Bay 
in Outdoor Education classes and 
equipment for the Art classes to 
make their own paper.  Funding for 
these activities falls outside the core 
expenditure for the school and the 
Parents’ Association sees value in 
supporting them.   
   
Winter Food Fair – 22 June 
The Parents’ Association have 
traditionally held their Ethnic Food 
Fair at the end of the school year 
and this has often competed with a 
number of other events on at the 
same time.  For this reason they are 
moving the Fair to mid-year (22 
June) and have re-branded it as the 
“Winter Food Fair”. 
  
While the Parents’ Association has 
the capacity to organise and run the 
event they rely on the school 
community to make it a success.  
These are some of the ways you can 
help: 

 Run a food stall – assist by 
covering food cost and help on 
the night with staff, signage 
etc. The various ethnicities 
represented at Rongotai College 
are encouraged to come forward 
and serve their local dishes. 

 Donate to the fair – Year 9 and 
10 parents, cakes and baking, 
parents of senior students are 
asked to donate food related 
tombola items – more on this 
closer to the time. 

 Assist in the preparation of the 
fair – send us an email and we 
will assign you a task! 

  
The Parents’ Association can be 
contacted by email on 
parents.association@rongotai.school.nz  

 
EDUCATION SUMMIT, 2018 
The government is currently 
undertaking what they are calling 
Kōrero Mātauranga, a national 
conversation about education. As 
part of this, they are holding a series 
of summit meetings. They are also 
consulting with New Zealanders 
about what they want to see 
education look like now and in the 
future. This will help guide the 
government’s programme of work 
in the education sector. If you 
haven’t already, join the 
conversation and complete the 
national survey via at this link: 
https://conversation.education.govt
.nz/).  
 
The survey consists of four 
questions (along with the usual 
demographic type questions) which 
you can answer in as little as 5 
minutes; or you can take as long as 
you like. The questions are: 
1. If you were the boss of 

education in New Zealand, 
what would you do first? 

2. What does a successful student 
of the future look like to you? 

3. What will they need to know 
and be able to do? 

4. What things need to be in place 
to make sure every learner is 
successful 

 
The survey closes on 31 May so 
make sure you have your say. 

 
PAID UNION MEETING 
The PPTA has advised the Board of 
Trustees that there will be a Paid 
Union Meeting for members on 

Thursday 31 May.   There will be no 
classes that afternoon.  Students 
may leave the college at 12.30pm. 
 
Some teaching staff will remain at 
school and students who stay at 
school will be given supervised 
study time. Should you require your 
son to be supervised at school 
during the afternoon, please contact 
the office by email 
(the.principal@rongotai.school.nz) 
or by phone (939 3050), so we are 
aware of your requirement for us to 
supervise your son. 
 
The Tamatoa Unit will remain open 
for the full day and will not be 
affected.  

 
NOEL LEEMING, LYALL BAY 
We have a number of relationships 
with local businesses who offer 
incentive schemes that provide 
discounts for you while also helping 
to raise money for the school.  I 
have included a flyer from Noel 
Leeming that may be of interest to 
you, valid for the next week.     This 
offer is available at all Wellington 
stores but of course supporting the 
local Lyall Bay store is encouraged.  

 
FUNDRAISER FOR GEORGE 
JACKSON 
Old boy, George Jackson (who left in 
2016) has been selected to 
represent New Zealand at the Junior 
Track Cycling Championships in 
Switzerland later this year.   As a 
fundraiser to help with the costs 
involved, there is a fundraiser movie 
night being held on Thursday 24 
May at 6pm at the Penthouse. 
Tickets are available from Cherry on 
021 468 358 

 
Best wishes for Term 2! 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Kevin Carter 
PRINCIPAL 
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call 0800 44 44 88 visit noelleeming.co.nzvisit us in store

140848

Monday 7th May - Sunday 13th May 2018

Rongotai College

Print and present this flyer or show it on your device in store. Pricing only available in store

hurry in store and make the most of this offer!

offer is only available at Noel Leeming Wellington and Masterton Stores

+2.5%
of total sales will  

go towards 
Rongotai College

cost* 
+ 10%

excludes^  IT accessories, PC Software, AV Accessories,  
& PC Consumables. See reverse for terms & conditions.

storewide
friends 
& family 
deals



save up to

on TV 
installation

$144

Offer begins Monday 7th May and ends Sunday 13th  May 2018, and is available at the Noel Leeming store/s listed above, while stocks last. Cost* +10% /2.5% storewide 
excludes IT accessories, PC Software, AV Accessories, & PC Consumables. *Average cost reflects the average price of the product including any administration and handling costs, 
and does include any volume related adjustments which may apply. Offer is not available at Lifestyle Appliances, Clearance Centres or online and cannot be used in conjunction 
with any deferred and/or interest free credit offer or with any other promotional offer. ^Offer does not apply to any Noel Leeming Gift Card purchases, Tech Solutions or Open 
Learning Service Fees, Life Prints Photo Centres product & services, extended warranties, laybys, delivery fees, all Apple hardware (including iPhone), Gaming consoles and bundles, 
iTunes cards, mobile phone top up cards, bonus, free or half price items. Standard Fly Buys points apply and consist of 1 Standard Point for every $25 you spend at  
Noel Leeming. An additional 2% surcharge applies when purchasing items  on a credit card. See in store for details. † Price Promise Terms and Conditions are available online visit  
www.noelleeming.co.nz. Print and present this flyer or show it on your smartphone or device in store to be eligible for the discount. 

Is your network up 
to speed at home? 

Our tech
will assess your Wifi in your home 
and you will get $49 off whatever 
you need to get you up to speed.

for only

$4999

Need your TV mounted?
We’ll deliver, set up & install it for 
you PLUS we will show you how 
to get the most of your new TV.

this cost plus 
offer could get you

14%
off+

TVs

up to

17%
off+

up to

computers
23%

off+

up to

whiteware
40%

off+

up to

smalls
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