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COMING EVENTS 
 

Monday 12 August 
Subject selection for 2020 begins 
 
Friday 16 August 
Last day for subject selections for 2020 
 

Monday 19 August 
Pasifika Parents’ Asosi meeting 6.30pm 
in the staffroom 
 
Wednesday 21 & Thursday 22 August 
Parent Interviews 4.30pm to 7.30pm 
 
Tuesday 27 August 
Music Performance Evening 
 
Monday 2 September  
Mid Term Break 
 

Monday 2 September to Friday 
6 September - Winter Tournament Week 
 
Wednesday 4 September 
Parents’ Association meeting, 7.30pm in the 
staffroom 
 

Friday 13 to Thursday 19 September 
Senior Exams 
 

Monday 16 September 
Pasifika Parents’ Asosi meeting 6.30pm 
in the staffroom 
 

Thursday 19 September 
Board of Trustees’ meeting 6pm in 
the Mackay Library 
 

Friday 20 September 
Leavers’ Ball 
 

Friday 27 September 
Last day Term 3 
 

Monday 14 October 
First day Term 4 
 
 

2019 TERM DATES 
Term 3 ends Friday 27 September 
Term 4 Monday 14 October to 
 Friday 6 December 
 

2020 TERM DATES 
Term 1 Monday 27 January to 

Friday 9 April 
Term 2 Monday 27 April to Friday 

3 July 
Term 3 Monday 20 July to Friday 

25 September 
Term 4 Monday 12 October to  
 Friday 4 December 

Welcome to the vital third term of 
2019! We have had a positive first 
half of the school year and we trust 
our boys are refreshed and ready to 
put in another great effort this 
term. 
 
Term 3 is characterised by hard 
work for all, and it is particularly 
important for senior students; it is a 
term of internal assessments for 
NCEA and also of school 
examinations in preparation for 
NCEA externals. Boys will not be 
able to rely on the time in Term 4 to 
catch up on work missed, and must 
make this term count. 
 
In this edition of our newsletter, I 
would like to emphasise a number 
of upcoming events and highlight 
some recent student successes.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

REPORTS 
Term 3 Interim Reports are included 
with this newsletter. An NCEA 
Record of Learning for students in 
Years 11-13 is included as part of 
the report. 
 
Parent-Teacher Interviews, where 
you can discuss your son’s progress 
face-to-face with his teachers, will 
be held on Wednesday 21 and 
Thursday 22 August.    
 
Parent interviews will be in 5 minute 
intervals from 4.15pm to 7.30pm   
and can be booked on-line.   This 
can be done by going to the website 
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and 

entering the event code efqfn (for 

Rongotai College).   You will need to 
know from your son (or from the 
parent portal) the subjects your son 

is studying and who his teachers 
are. 
 
For your convenience, the College 
Shop will be open on the evenings 
of the parent-teacher interviews to 
enable you to purchase items of 
uniform or to pay outstanding 
accounts.   

 
SUBJECT SELECTION 
All students in Years 9-12 have been 
given Subject Selection books for 
2020. These are also available on 
our website. Students can make 
their subject selections for 2020 via 
the Parent Portal at home or during 
form time at school over the next 
week.   All subject entries for 2020 
must be completed by Friday 16 
August.  
 

Heads of Department and Deans are 
also available to talk with students 
regarding their choices during this 
time. 
 
We begin the process of putting our 
2020 timetable together after 
subject choices are made. Choices 
made by students have 
implications for forming the option 
lines and staffing, so it is important 
to get selection as accurate as 
possible. 

 
TERTIARY OPEN DAYS – 
Wellington 
Victoria University, Massey 
University, Weltec and Whitireia are 
holding their Open Days on Friday 
23 August.   We are allowing Year 
13 students to attend these and as 
such, they are not required to 
attend school that day.   We 
encourage all Year 13 students to 
take advantage of this day and 
attend at least one of these 
institutions to plan for next year. 
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http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


STUDENT BOARD OF TRUSTEE 
ELECTIONS 
Nominations for the Board of 
Trustees Student Representative 
will open on 26 August.  Students 
can nominate on the appropriate 
form available from the office. 
Nominations close on Friday 11 
September.   
 
Those nominated will address the 
school at assembly on 20 September 
prior to voting closing on 25 
September. 
 
The student representative on the 
Board of Trustee is a one year 
position.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

KAPA HAKA 
After 10 weeks of intense practice, 
including noho marae (overnight 
stay at a marae) over several 
weekends, the Ngā Taiohi o Te 
Rawhiti o Te Ūpoko o Te Ika Kapa 
Haka group (combining students 
from Rongotai College, Wellington 
East Girls’ College and Te Kura 
Kaupapa Maori O Nga Mokopuna) 
participated in the Secondary 
Schools’ Kapa Haka regional 
competition held in Wellington.   It 
was a powerful and emotional 28 
minute performance by the group, 
who were awarded second place in 
the competition, which earns them 
a place in the national finals next 
year.   This a fantastic achievement!  
 

 
 
Many thanks to our tutors (Whaea 
Keta and Matua Pokau) who trained 
the combined group, and the 
whānau for their support and 
keeping the group members well 
fueled during all-day practices and 
noho. 

 
MUSIC 
Our school choir performed recently 
at The Big Sing. Well done boys, and 
thanks to Ms Barbie Paterson, our 

choral director, and students 
Thomas J. Moore and Stefan 
Jenkins, for leading the choir. 
 
Several of our music ensembles are 
preparing to participate in the 
Wellington Band and Orchestra 
Festival (WeBO) in a few weeks - the 
Big Band, the jazz combo and a 
newly formed chamber ensemble 
led by Miss Jhan Lindsay. 

The annual Music Performance 
Evening will be held on Tuesday 27 
August in the Drama Suite.  All are 
welcome to attend this showcase of 
the best of our musical talent. 
 
The NZ Music Commission sponsors 
music professionals to work in 
schools around the country.  This 
year we are fortunate to have 
secured the skills of Lisa Tomlins.  
 
Lisa will be working with students 
each Tuesday morning for the next 
few weeks, culminating in a guest 
appearance at the Music 
Performance Evening on 27 August.  
She is working with the Level 1 
students on song-writing.  

 
POLY CLUB 
Tuesday 30 July saw our Poly Club 
perform at the TuTagata Festival at 
the Michael Fowler Centre.   
 
The large crowd was entertained by 
the 60+ boys in the Rongotai College 
Poly Club, who performed superbly 
as always. We can all be very proud 
of them.   
 

 
The high level of performance was 
the result of a huge effort by the 
boys and the many hours of 
practice. Staff and tutors have high 
expectations to remain on top of 
their schoolwork and other 
activities, as well as committing to 
practises for Poly Club. 

 
I would like to thank the staff, 
parents and old boys involved with 
the group for the hours they put in – 
it was much appreciated.  

Special thanks should go to Mrs Fiu 
for her hard work in bringing the 
boys together and finalising their 
routine. 
   

Rongotai College were awarded the 
Asotasi Va’a Makisi Cup by the Tu 
Tangata Komiti.   It is an honour for 
our boys to have received this 
award, as Va’a was an old boy, 
parent and Asosi Chairman of 
Rongotai College.  

 
LEAVERS’ BALL 
Our Leavers’ Ball for Year 13 
students will be held at The Pines on 
Friday 20 September.  We observe 
strict yet sensible conditions at our 
ball and if your son is intending to 
attend, he must take a letter home 
regarding these conditions and 
return a signed slip from you.  
Please remind him to do this before 
he purchases a ball ticket.  Ball 
tickets will be on sale from Monday 
19 August for Year 13 students (who 
will have preference for the three 
weeks of sales). Any remaining 
tickets will then open to Year 12 
students on Monday 9 September.   
However, due to health and safety 
requirements, there are a limited 
number of tickets available for sale 
so boys should purchase their 
tickets as soon as possible. All 
tickets must be purchased by Friday 
13 September. Tickets will be 
handed out at a special assembly at 
12.30pm on Friday 20 September.  
Those going to the ball will then be 
dismissed from school for the 
afternoon. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
It has been a great winter sports 
season so far, with hundreds of our 
boys braving the winter conditions 
to represent the college each week.  
There have been some great 
successes to date, and while many 
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teams are nearing the end of the 
scheduled games, the focus 
continues into September with play-
offs and tournaments.  
Congratulations to many of our 
teams who have secured berths in 
their respective finals and semi-
finals, highlighted by our rugby 1st 
XV who have made the semi-final 
for the first time in several years, 
and our Under 65kg rugby team, 
who currently lead that grade. They 
have qualified for the final to be 
played at Silverstream on 18 August. 
Well done boys! 
 

ANNUAL TRADITIONAL vs ST 
PAT’S SILVERSTREAM 
Congratulations to all the players, 
coaches and staff involved in the 
traditional exchange.  In horrible 
weather conditions, we won the 
fixture 3-1 with wins in hockey (2-0), 
football (3-2) and rugby (10-5). 
 

 
 
BASKETBALL 
Congratulations to Evyatar Tabor 
who has been selected as one of 
only seven New Zealanders to 
participate in the Basketball 
Without Borders Camp hosted by 
The National Basketball Association 
(NBA) and International Basketball 
Federation (FIBA) in Tokyo from 14-
17 August.  Top prospects aged 17 
and under from the Asia-Pacific 
region are presented with a chance 
to train and compete against other 
young talents.   
 
We wish you all the very best for 
this camp Evyatar! 
 

 

FUTSAL 
Futsal continues to be a major code 
at Rongotai with a number of 
students selected for Wellington 
age group sides for the National 
Futsal Championships played over 
the July holiday period.   
Congratulations to Tom Cobden-
Cox, Stevie Halasz, Matthew Peden, 
Preston Rota and George Walker 
who were in Wellington teams that 
won the U14 and U16 national 
titles.    

 
RUGBY 
In addition to winning the Old Boys’ 
Cup (v. St Pat’s Silverstream), the 
1st XV also holds the Heron Cup 
after an outstanding come-from-
behind win over Wellington College 
23-20. 
 

 
 
It is a reflection of the hard work 
the boys have been putting in under 
the guidance of Mr Gray and Mr 
Leiataua but they know that the job 
is not yet done; they now host the 
first semi-final at Rongotai College 
on Saturday 10 August.  Please 
come down and get behind these 
boys and help to push them over 
the line. 

 
YACHTING 
Wilbur Stanley was one of 30 Year 
11-13 sailors selected from 
throughout New Zealand to attend 
the inaugural BLAKE Inspire for 
Sailors programme – a five-day 
environmental leadership 
development adventure designed 
for emerging New Zealand sailors.  
 
The young sailors experienced an 
action packed week of experiential 
learning and environmental 
education in Auckland.   They sailed 
Lion NZ to Tiritiri Matangi Island, 
studied the plankton they collected 
at The University of Auckland and 
had a day with Emirates Team New 
Zealand in their new base.   They 
also learnt about conservation 
programmes and sustainability and 
gained communication skills to help 

them drive their action plans when 
they got home.    Congratulations 
Wilbur. 
 

 
 

WINTER TOURNAMENT WEEK 
Good luck to our sports teams who 
will be competing at Winter 
Tournament Week from 3 to 7 
September.   
 

Teams attending tournaments are: 

 Senior Badminton, National 
Tournament, Porirua (2-7 
September) 

 Junior A Basketball, Zone 3 
Regional Premiership, Napier 
(31 August - 3 September) 

 Senior A Basketball,  Zone 3 
Regional Premiership, Porirua 
(4-7 September) 

 1
st

 XI Football, Rex Dawkins 
Tournament, Taupo (2-6 
September)  

 1
st

 XI Hockey, Rankin Cup 
Tournament, Christchurch (2-7 
September),  

 U15 Rugby, Hurricanes Regional 
Tournament, Silverstream, (4-7 
September) 

 U14 Rugby, at Wellington (2-4 
September) 

 

Best wishes to all teams attending 
Tournament Week. 

 
1979-80 1st XV REUNION  
We welcomed the 1979 1st XV and 
Australian Rugby Tourists to 
Assembly on Friday 26 July, as part 
of their 40th Anniversary 
Celebration. They were joined by 
their coach, former staff member 
and Old Boy Mr Alan Dentice. 
 

 
 
John Fiso spoke to the assembled 
school on behalf of the group. 
 



 

FEES AND PARENTAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

As part of this mail out, you have received an invoice for payment of a range of fees and school contributions. Thanks to all 
those families who have already paid the fees and donation.  Unfortunately, fewer donations have been paid this year than 
in past years.  Your fees and donations are important as our Operations Grant from the Ministry of Education barely covers 
our running expenses, making your annual donation essential for us to continue offering a high quality education for your 
son(s).  One area that the school has spent considerable sums of money in recent years is ICT infrastructure to meet the 
needs of 21st century learning.  For instance, we have purchased a number of laptops and chromebooks for students to use 
in class this year. 
        
This invoice includes a number of compulsory fees (for example, costs associated with particular subjects and sports fees). 
 

The invoice also has a request for payment of the annual school donation, which many have already paid. The annual 
donation at Rongotai College is $300 for the first son and $180 for each other son.  School donations paid now may be 
claimed in your 2020 tax return.   
 

Of course, some of our families cannot afford to pay fees, and if you would like to support another family by making a 
further donation on their behalf, it would be much appreciated.  
 

If you require assistance in setting up an automatic payment, please contact the college office.  We are only too happy to 
help. 

As part of their reunion, the 79'ers 
attended the 2019 Heron Cup 
fixture against Wellington College, 
where the 2019 1st XV came out on 
top 23-20. 
 

 
 

1979 & 2019 1st XVs 
 

MID-WINTER FOOD FAIR 
The Rongotai College Mid-Winter 
Food Fair was a fantastic success 
and is much more than a fundraising 
event – it’s an opportunity for the 
wider Rongotai community to get 
together, enjoy each other’s 
company and enjoy some great 
food. We were also lucky enough to 
have some wonderful 
entertainment provided by our 
students. The event was hugely 
successful, with the Renner Hall full 
and buzzing. All the stalls sold out, 

and over $6,000 was raised by the 
Parents’ Association after deducting 
food costs and the cost of the new 
banners and signs (which we hope 
everyone noticed!). 
 

 
 
The night was enhanced by some 
great performances during the 
course of the evening by Rongotai 
music groups, so a big thank you to 
the entertainers. 
 
A huge thanks must go to the 
Parents’ Association, the Whānau 
Group, the Pasifika Parents’ Asosi, 
staff (particularly Mr Baird, Mr Hall, 
Mr McNab and Mr Norman), all the 
stall holders and volunteers, the 
parents who baked, and the 
students who helped on the night 

and contributed to the success of 
the evening.  
 

We are also very grateful for the 
support of the Mid-Winter Food Fair 
by many local businesses, and thank 
them for their generosity. 
 

Finally, it is vital that you continue 
to keep reminding your son of his 
study programme and study habits 
as this term progresses.  School 
senior exams are only five weeks 
away, and NCEA assessments are 
on-going.  Your son’s subject 
teachers, form teacher and year 
level Dean are available for help and 
advice and you should encourage 
him to talk to them.  If you have any 
concerns or questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact any of these 
staff members. 
 

Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Kevin Carter 
PRINCIPAL 
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